Where Are We Going?

Harvey Mackay in his book Swim with the Sharks tells of the 88-year-old President of Japan's largest enterprise, Matsushita Electric, answering an interviewer's questions on the future of his company. The interview went as follows: Question: “Mr. President, does your company have long-range goals?” Answer: “Yes.” Question: “How long are your long-range goals?” Answer: “Two hundred fifty years.” Question: “What do you need to carry them out?” Answer: “Patience.”

For a long time, St. Paul’s has been coasting. We’ve been going the same direction, essentially doing the same thing, and getting by. Many of you may think, “I’ll probably be in heaven in 10-20 years, so it doesn’t matter to me where we are in 250 years.” But it does matter, even if you’re a child. It matters to your neighbor.

If you’re coasting for a long time, you’re likely going downhill. The time has come for St. Paul’s to stop moving in that direction, turn around, and head to the top. Yes, it’s a lot more difficult and takes some real work to go uphill instead of downhill, but in doing so, we get back to our mission. Of course, we need to define our mission, first!

Over the next few months, I’d like to take some time during Council and Voters’ meetings, possibly even on Sunday mornings, to take a good look at where we are and where we’re going, or where we need to go, or at least what direction we need to head in. Chances are, it’ll be uphill, but the view from the top is pretty great.

For now, I’d like you to ask and pray for an answer to this question: “God, what direction would You have us go?” and seek answers in His Word.

(Matthew 9:13) But you go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice,’ for I came not to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
