What does that mean? (Part 3)

We continue our look at the liturgy. Note that the order varies from service to service, but the flow generally remains the same, from law to gospel, from confession to forgiveness to response to blessing.

Introit

“Introit” is from the Latin word for “Entrance.” In form, it begins and ends with an “antiphon,” which is typically a verse reflecting the theme of the day, with a Psalm or portion of a Psalm in the middle. The Introit confesses that we are coming before God, Who has forgiven our sins.

Kyrie

“Kyrie” is short for “Kyrie Eleison,” which is Greek for “Lord, have mercy.” In the New Testament, the word “Kyrios” (“Lord”) is used synonymously with God’s name in the Old Testament, “Yahweh” (“I Am”). So this part of the service not only calls on Jesus to be merciful to us, but confesses that Jesus is the God pf the Old Testament as well.

“Lord, have mercy” is a very simple prayer that summarizes our need for God and His goodness. We call on Him for the various things that we need and that He alone can supply, asking for His mercy on us who deserve nothing good from Him, but know that, because of Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross on our behalf, He will supply all that we need.

In some liturgies, you’ll find the form simply, “Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have Mercy.” This simplified form is a confession of the same with the three sentences signifying the Trinity.

Hymn of Praise

In the Hymn of Praise, we praise God that He has indeed had mercy on us and will continue to do so. Like many of David’s Psalms, we praise God for answering our prayers even if He hasn’t yet, since we know that He will because He has promised to do so.

The earliest form of the Hymn of Praise was “Gloria in excelsis,” or “Glory to God on high,” the song the angels sang in the hills of Bethlehem at Jesus’ birth, and that song is still included as an option in many liturgies today.

During the seasons of Advent and Lent, the Hymn of Praise is usually omitted or replaced to reflect the penitential mood of the season, returning at Easter and Christmas with more reason to sing it than ever as we celebrate the salvation God has given us in Jesus.

