God's Stewards Are God's Stewards

For the next several months, I’ll be using this space for a series based on the Synod’s Biblical Stewardship Principles.

If you’re still reading, you may just see life in a different light. While “stewardship” is a buzzword that tends to generate images in our minds of televangelists asking for money, there’s a whole lot more to it, which is what I’d like to cover here.
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The first principle seems to be redundant, but consider the summary: “God's stewards are stewards by virtue of creation and their re-creation in Holy Baptism; therefore, they belong to the Lord.”

In other words, you are not your own. Your life and all you have are not “my stuff” or “my life.” You belong to God. All that you have has been given to you: your life, your mind, your senses, your abilities, and everything you can touch and say, “Mine.”

God touched you through Holy Baptism and said, “Mine.” He bought you with the blood of His Son and saved you from death and hell. And He has given you gifts to manage for Him, but those gifts still belong to Him. So when you are wasteful or squander His gifts, that’s God’s money you’re spending, God’s hands you’re misusing, God’s eyes you’re profaning, and God’s wife and children you’re neglecting.

Yet no matter how often you misuse God’s gifts, He still loves you and forgives you. Jesus came to be the ultimate steward of God’s gifts, even to the point of sacrificing Himself on a cross to save you, which God considered a worthwhile investment. He sent His Holy Spirit through your Baptism to give you faith that He might make you His own.

