The House of God?

This is what the LORD of Armies, the God of Israel, says: Change the way you live and act, and I will let you live in this place. Do not trust the words of this saying, “This is the LORD’S temple, the LORD’S temple, the LORD’S temple!” It’s a lie. (Jeremiah 7:3, 4, GWV)

The people of Jeremiah’s day, specifically the residents of Jerusalem, were facing invasion by a seemingly unstoppable enemy, but they had faith that God would protect them. They said, “This city is the place of the Lord’s temple, and the temple is the place where the Lord is with His people, so as long as the Lord is with us, we’ll be fine.” Soon after, the Chaldean army captured Jerusalem and took the people into captivity.

What went wrong?

The people of Jerusalem were treating the temple like a good luck charm. They believed they could do anything they wanted, persecuting and ignoring the poor and widowed and living immorally, and God would protect them simply because of a building. They were wrong. God sent the Chaldean army, after many ignored warnings, to remove the people from their place of supposed sanctuary. As Nebuchadnezzar’s army surrounded the city, Jeremiah continued to beg the people to repent, but they continued to trust in a building to save them.

How often do we emphasize our beautiful church and God’s presence within? There’s nothing wrong with trusting in God’s promise to be with us always, but it’s easy to say, “God has blessed this congregation for over 100 years—of course He’ll continue to do so.” And we can be sure He will continue to bless us, not because of tradition, but because He loves us, because He made us His new creation through the blood of Christ and the waters of Holy Baptism. But while He has promised to bless us by giving us faith and eternal life, He has not promised to preserve this specific congregation in its present form.

I don’t know what the future holds for this congregation. Unlike Jeremiah, I am not a prophet. But I know that God sent Jesus to give eternal life not only to the members of this congregation, but to the entire world, and if we keep that life-giving message to ourselves, we’re just like the Israelites of Jeremiah’s day, and we’re not being the people God has called us to be. Yes, God is with us, and I pray and know that He will be with us wherever He leads us as we share His love with the world.

God put this congregation here for a reason: the bring the message of salvation not only to those who assemble here, but to everyone we can possibly reach with the Gospel. God has promised to save through the hearing of His Word, but it’s up to us to share that Word. If we don’t share the Gospel with our community, we’ve completely lost our purpose.

During this election season, we hear a bit about abortion, as every day, 40,000 babies around the world die from abortion, but let’s put that tragedy in perspective: in that same day, 102,000 people die without saving faith in Jesus Christ and go to hell. That’s the entire population of Waterloo and Cedar Falls every day, all of whom Jesus died for, going to hell instead of the paradise Jesus bought for them.

By God’s grace, when your final hour comes, you will be among the 51,000 who each day go to be with God in His heavenly temple forever. Pray that God would release those still in captivity to sin and to open your eyes to opportunities to share Christ’s love until that day.

If we don’t share the Gospel with our community, we’ve completely lost our purpose.








