God’s Stewards are Managers, Not Owners

Last month, the first stewardship principle reminded us that we belong to God. He has bought us and made us His own.

This month, on a similar note, we are reminded that all we own belongs to God, as the familiar hymn tells:
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We give Thee but Thine own
Whate’er the gift may be
All that we have is Thine alone
A trust, O Lord, from Thee

God has showered blessings on us in many forms, both things money can buy (or that can be placed under trees this month) and those things of greater value, like family and friends, a good reputation, our talents and abilities, and our health. These are all created by God, either directly through the laws of nature, or indirectly through the God-given skills of people.

Consequently, how do we use our resources? If they belong to God and are given to us to glorify Him, it makes sense that we invest them to His glory.

The first step to that is again remembering Who the Owner is. The use of capital letters in the previous sentence should assure you of whom I’m speaking. We treat things differently when they don’t belong to us.

Next, ask, “Why did God give this to me? What is His plan for this item/skill/relationship/gift?” It may be something as simple as, “God gave me this box of pancake mix to provide for His children, so I’m going to show them God’s love by giving them food.” It may be, “God gave me a telephone to call my neighbor and see how he’s doing.” It may be, “God gave me this money to provide for my family, and I’m going to give a portion to the church so it can be used to share His love directly through the church’s ministry.” And it may be, “God gave me this friend to bring with me on Sunday morning.” Or maybe today, it’s, “God gave me His forgiveness so I can forgive my spouse.”

God has given us all gifts with no strings attached. He causes rain to fall on the righteous and the wicked. We can trust Him to provide for us no matter what. That He gave nothing less than His Son for us assures us that He will provide for all our needs. So given that He will provide for us, we can enjoy being generous with God’s gifts, knowing He will continue to give to us.

