Share the Reason

This time of year, you’ll probably hear a lot, as usual, about “keeping Christ in Christmas.” For most people, that seems to translate roughly to, “Keep a nativity scene on the courthouse lawn,” but I would contend that actually sharing Christ in word and deed is a lot more important than a display we don’t even have on the church property, so I’d like to share some holiday-specific ideas.

· The Ongoing Ambassadors for Christ have a business card-size “Good News Card” that displays John 3:16 with blanks for the person’s name. (I have a boxful if you want some.) Make and print something similar to use as gift tags on Christmas presents, or simply make gift tags that, instead of “To:” say “Jesus came to save:” or the like. Write your name on the back so they know the source of the present.

· Invite a friend to go with you to a Living Nativity, then go out for dessert or coffee afterward. This will give you an opportunity to tell that friend about God becoming one of us, even in a little baby.

· Invite a friend to Advent services. It’s a great way to get away from all the stress of the month of December. Say something like, “The service is at 7:30, so how about I pick you up at 7:10?”

· Invite friends to Christmas Eve services. If they’re feeling self-conscious, assure them that the place is always packed with people from all over on Christmas Eve, so they’ll blend right in. Again, offer to pick them up.

· Get together with friends and rent a movie like The Nativity Story. Make sure you have lots of refreshments.

· Place a tract in all of your Christmas Cards. (Again, I have lots of tracts.) Make sure you put them in all of your cards, not just the people you think need to read them. Everyone needs to hear the Gospel again and again.

· Invite friends to the church’s Sunday School Christmas program, then have them over to your house for coffee and dessert.

· Find more tips at stpaulslcms.com/evangelismmoment.html

