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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Resurrection

Object: 2 rubber bands

Message: break rubber band. Talk about Jesus’ death on the cross. Can’t be repaired, just buried (Stuff into fist), but He rose, and so will we (pull out unbroken rubber band)

The Jesus of History…Risen!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1Cor 15:12-20 ESV) “Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be misrepresenting God, because we testified about God that he raised Christ, whom he did not raise if it is true that the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, not even Christ has been raised. And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. If in this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. A number, possibly the majority, of modern Biblical scholars have made an important distinction when talking about Jesus

1. They distinguish between two personages

a) The Jesus of history

b) And the Christ of Faith

2. The idea is that there’s the Christ that Christians believe in

3. And then there’s Jesus of Nazareth, the historical figure

4. And the two don’t necessarily have to be the same

a) Because really, it’s not so much about the historical event

b) But rather, it’s what you believe about the story

B. Does that sound right to you?

1. Well, it shouldn’t

2. God Himself through St. Paul has something different to say about that

C. And so it is with the final resurrection on the last day

1. We’re talking about an actual future event

2. And it’s as sure as the resurrection of Christ

II. But if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some among you say there is no resurrection of the dead?

A. Now, we know why Jesus died on the cross

B. Even the smallest of our children can answer that

1. (Ask for one of the kids in the congregation to answer)

2. But Jesus didn’t just die to take away our sins

a) If Jesus had died and stayed dead,

b) Forgiveness would be meaningless

C. You know why Jesus died,

D. But do you know why He rose from the dead?

1. He rose to show that God had accepted His sacrifice on our behalf

2. But He also rose to set an example for us

a) You’ve seen the jewelry that says, “WWJD” (What Would Jesus Do?)

b) The idea is that you should follow Jesus’ example

c) Well, What did Jesus do?

d) He rose from the dead

e) So follow that example!

III. But if there is no resurrection from the dead, then neither has Christ been raised.

A. You see, resurrection is a package deal

B. If Jesus the Jesus of history rose from the grave, then you of the present will rise

C. But if the Jesus of history’s body was stolen and eaten by dogs as these so-called scholars suggest,

D. Then you have absolutely no hope

IV. But if Christ is not raised, then our preaching is in vain, and your faith is also in vain.

A. You see, if only the “Christ of Faith” has been raised

1. Then your faith is absolute foolishness

2. You believe in a myth

3. And you mighty as well pray to Bugs Bunny

B. People say, “It doesn’t matter what you believe,”

1. But if you believe in mythology, I have a bridge I’d like to sell you

2. But if Jesus actually rose from the dead on the third day, after His crucifixion,

3. Then that event is the pivotal event in all of history

4. And it has repercussions on a cosmic scale

V. But we are found false witnesses of God because we testified about God that He raised up the Christ, Whom He did not raise, if indeed the dead are not raised. For if the dead are not raised, neither has Christ been raised.

A. If the Jesus of History isn’t risen from the dead

1. Then you should throw me out for lying to you for years

2. You should remove me immediately for teaching false doctrine

3. Get your rotten tomatoes, and fire away

B. Because if Jesus hasn’t been raised, I’m despicable beyond imagination

1. I’ve been giving you a false hope

2. I’ve been telling you that you will see your loved-ones again when you really won’t

3. The assurance I’ve preached to you set you up for nothing

4. And I’ve even encouraged you to go spread these lies to others like a virus

VI. But if Christ is not raised, our faith is in vain, and you are still in your sins. Therefore, those who are fallen asleep in Christ are destroyed.

A. If Jesus didn’t rise from the dead, we have worse to face than no resurrection

B. Because if Jesus didn’t rise from the dead,

1. Then God didn’t accept his sacrifice on our behalf

2. And if He’s still dead, forsaken by God,

3. Then we can count on being forsaken by God as well

4. That means the full wrath of God, just as Jesus endured on the cross

5. Forever

VII. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are the most pitiful of all men.

A. We celebrate the resurrection,

B. But if there is no resurrection, then we’re pathetic

VIII. But now, Christ is raised from death, the firstfruits of the sleeping.

A. That is the simple fact

B. The Jesus of history and the Christ of faith are the same guy

C. And that guy just happens to be the God of all creation

1. He did in fact die

a) Not just as some ordinary man

b) But to pay for your sin

c) When He cried out, “IT IS FINISHED!” and died,

d) Even the centurion at the foot of the cross said, “Surely, this man was the Son of God.”

2. But as you know to be true, the story doesn’t end there

a) He paid for your sin to restore you to be like God originally intended you to be

b) When God made Adam & Eve He made them to live forever

c) And He intends the same for you

3. Because surely, this man was and is the Son of God

a) And He is the Lord of Life

b) And you can’t keep the Lord of life dead!

c) Having paid for your sin, Jesus of Nazareth,

d) True God and true man,

e) Rose from the grave

(1) Angels rolled the stone away to show the tomb was empty

(2) The trained Roman guards fled in terror

(3)  The disciples didn’t steal His Body

(a) If they did, you can understand their surprise when He showed up alive that night!

(4) He rose again, according to the Scriptures,

(5) And He will come again to judge both the living and the dead

(6) And His kingdom will have no end

D. And since He is truly risen,

1. You can look to the resurrection of the dead,

2. And the life of the world to come in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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