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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Love

Message: People marry b/c love. What is love? (give of self 4 other) How God give us love? †

Jesus Didn’t Come To Teach Us How To Love

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1John 4:7-11 ESV) “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God. Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Never cease 2b amazed by effect/love

1. Absolutely changes lives

2. Love: Bible’s understanding/love

World confuses many things w/ love

3. Lust/physical attraction

4. Preference: conditional

5. That confusion = reason 4 many divorces

6. Also reason many ≠ understand God’s love

a) Think God’s love conditional

b) Have 2 earn

c) Won’t love if not worthy/love

7. Nobody worthy/love

By definition, can’t b worthy/love

8. Can only b unworthy

II. Foster care: kids never experienced love

A. Parents cared 4 them 2 some degree

B. Parents liked them @ times

C. When did bad, “You don’t like me any more.”

1. Didn’t understand love = unconditional

2. How explain unconditional love 2 small child?

3. Can say, “Love U no matter what”

4. When sin, say again

5. Really only understand by experiencing

6. Need to experience over & over

7. How understand God’s love

a) Same reason come 2 church every Sunday

(1) Need 2 hear/God’s love over & over

(2) Experience through Word

b) Reason 4 Bib Stud

(1) If spouse/GF/BF sent love card

(2) Just read printed message?

(3) Or also read handwritten note, too?

(4) Bib Stud ~ reading whole card, not just Helen Steiner Rice poem

c) Reason 4 frequent HC

(1) Married: how often like hug/kiss from spouse?

(2) 1/month? 2/month?

(3) In HC, God gives love physically

(4) Literally physically touches us in love

d) All 2 experience God’s love

III. Many believe J came to set example/love

A. Not entirely true

1. Came 2 love

2. To serve, give love

3. When we receive, we know how 2 give

4. When know love, live love

God’s new creation through Word & Sacraments

5. Faith embraces G’s love & wants 2 give

B. Exactly what God did

1. In X, love became flesh

a) Love ≠ feel; love = do

b) Reasonably certain J didn’t † b/c felt like it

c) JC went 2 † b/c loved

d) That’s what love does

He sets self aside 4 other

2. Love paid 4 u

a) J3:16 sometimes translated, “God loved world so much that gave only Son…”

b) Greek there: “so” = “such that”

c) Better translated: “God loved world in this way: Gave only Son…”

d) B/c that’s how God loves us

e) Gives of self 4 us

(1) Think/that

(2) God/universe, creator/all things

(3) How can God make sacrifice?

(a) Give up mountain/planet/galaxy / gold?

Could make more

(b) God ≠ value gold/earthly riches

(c) Loves Son

(i) Been together literally 4ever

(ii) Same God: Trinity

(d) Only meaningful sacrifice God could make

(e) What He values most

(4) Yet willing 2 give Him up 4 us

C. B/c / God’s love 4 us we can love each other

1. Gave us love 1st
When know love, know how 2 love others

2. Because learned not by example, but by receiving

IV. So since loved/God, naturally love each other

A. Simple result/being loved

B. Foster kids learned 2 love when knew love

C. Own (birth) kids love b/c loved

D. U free to love b/c God loves U

E. & will love U forever & give U eternal life 2 experience His love iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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