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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What does the Holy Spirit do? (Gives us faith) What is faith? (Believing & trusting in †)

Message: What good is faith? Gives salvation, not because we’ve earned it—Jesus already earned it for us—but as a gift of God.

Overcome with Love

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1John 5:1-6 ESV) “Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome. For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is it that overcomes the world except the one who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 

This is he who came by water and blood—Jesus Christ; not by the water only but by the water and the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is the truth.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Disney’s Parent Trap

1. Divorced father must choose btwn fiancée & daughter

2. Hate each other

3. Father makes clear: can’t have 1 w/o other

4. He & daughter are package deal

B. In our society, many claim 2 love G & reject J

1. Basic premise behind universalism

2. Jews & Muslims believe in Father

3. Reject Son

4. Offended @ exclusivity/Xnity

II. World wants cake & eat it too

A. Want heaven

1. But don’t believe in heaven & hell

2. Somehow don’t understand

3. Can’t say no to something whole life & still expect to get it

B.  Want all saved, but by good works

1. Offended that not all saved

2. Don’t want heaven 4 Hitler, Genghis Khan, handful/other famous bad people

3. So suddenly salvation arbitrary

III. We’re not saved bcause love J

A. Would put onus on us

1. Saved by Law

2. Bible: saved by grace apart/works/Law

B. Love/God = keep His cmdts

1. Not loved if keep cmdts

2. Being loved, keep voluntarily

3. Keep= treasure

4. Love God who loves us=no brainer

5. What’s not to love?

6. Loving neighbor as self=less/J did 4 us

7. How can we do less?

8. Of course, good idea, easier said than done

9. Daily fail 2 reflect that love in lives

10. Why need J

C. Saved bcause J loved us

1. Knew we deserved hell

2. Rebelled against all good since conception

3. Inherent in being

4. Make clear:

a) No child innocent

b) Even unborn child has sinful flesh

c) Dependent solely on God’s grace

5. & HS gives faith through Word: spoken, written & physical

a) Clears away fog/sin

b) Opens eyes 2 Truth

c) Truth is: Word became flesh—>†

IV. World mocks & hates Gospel

A. Makes no sense 2 world

1. Get what deserve

2. Gospel=J got what you deserve

3. Gave U His life

B. Wisdom/God only thing makes sense

1. World constantly self-contradictory

2. Morality changes & cycles

3. Word/God stands 4ever

4. Word overcomes world

a) World won’t stand forever

b) Blown by wind as it is

c) At J’s return, world reduced 2 nothing

d) So though world may hate U,

e) U will live victory 4ever 

f) & enjoy love/Father & Son & Spirit for all time iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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