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Children’s Sermon

Object: What can you tell me about Noah?

Message: They were saved through that water. What water saved you?

A Soldier’s Story

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (1Pet 3:15-22 ESV) “but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. For Christ also suffered* once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, in which* he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, because* they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers having been subjected to him.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Soldier dying on field

A. Piece of shrapnel from explosion lacerated artery in arm

B. Thought of family

1. Wife home worried

2. Kids waiting 4 return

3. Resigned self to never seeing again

4. Thought about gov’t agent who would tell them

5. Imagined how wife would break down

6. Trying to tell kids

7. Their tears

C. Imagination interrupted

1. Over continuing fire

2. Heard approaching footsteps

3. Through blurred vision, saw uniformed man approach

4. Felt pressure on arm

a) Couldn’t even concentrate to know whether it hurt

b) Pressure changed but continued

c) Realized: medic saving life

5. Relief washed over him

a) Still barely conscious

b) Hear and barely see medic about to move on

c) “Wait! What’s your name?”

d) Medic: “Name not important”

e) “Want to be able to tell wife & kids who saved me.”

D. Battle wages on

1. Talk about Iraq & Afghanistan

2. Greater battle w/ greater consequences

3. Every 1 of us: wounded by sin

a) Would die—did die!

b) Baptism: God brought us back to life

c) Like used water so save Noah & give world new life

d) Jesus: not just fixed—traded places w/ us

II. Same soldier: another tour of duty

A. Again, shells flying

B. Heads for cover

1. Sees another soldier down & bleeding

2. Thinks of 1st aid training

3. thinks of man’s family (wife/kids)

4. thinks of his own again

5. looks around—no medic to be seen

6. runs for cover & prays for & watches die

III. What think/that soldier?

A. Not much

1. Maybe sympathize

2. Don’t know unless there

3. Wouldn’t consider a hero

B. Certainly can’t look down on

1. Battle w/ devil

2. Casualties all around

3. How often we stop 2 help w/ healing Gospel?

4. Not even dangerous to stop

5. Leave others 2 die

IV. Same soldier, heading home

A. Not proud of everything he’s done

B. Once again thinks of family

1. Pictures them waiting 4 him

2. Sees their tears of joy

3. Can’t wait to be w/ again, hold & hug

C. As sits on plane, all around see smile & know why

D. That’s all evangelism is

1. Picture your home @ final res’n

2. Loved ones waiting

3. Savior: welcome

4. Can’t wait

E. Evangelism is when others know why you’re smiling

F. Even when not proud of all you’ve done

1. Know you’ve abandoned brothers in arms

2. Regardless, get to go home

3. Not because you saved others

4. Because Christ saved you

5. Forgave: †

6. Gave us best thing to smile about:

7. Eternal life iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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