Dale Critchley
2/21/09

Children’s Sermon

Object: Who likes hide & seek? Does God hide from you?

Message: Where can you find Him? (Word) What does the Word show us about God? †

Nothing to Hide

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2Cor 3:12-13; 4:1-6 ESV) “Since we have such a hope, we are very bold, not like Moses, who would put a veil over his face so that the Israelites might not gaze at the outcome of what was being brought to an end. 

Therefore, having this ministry by the mercy of God, we do not lose heart. But we have renounced disgraceful, underhanded ways. We refuse to practice cunning or to tamper with God’s word, but by the open statement of the truth we would commend ourselves to everyone’s conscience in the sight of God. And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled only to those who are perishing. In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your servants* for Jesus’ sake. For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When in HS, had Mormon friend

1. She tried 2 convert me 2 LDS

2. Problem: Wouldn’t tell what believed

3. Only very basics

4. “What do you believe about…?”

5. “You’re not ready 4 that.”

B. She was ashamed/teachings

1. Knew I would have problem w/ them

2. Instead/discussing why, refused to tell

II. St. Paul says we have renounced the hidden things

A. Nothing to hide

1. Certainly some more difficult to understand

2. Others cause initial negative reaction

3. Nothing can’t be settled when discussed

B. Sometimes wish 2 hide controversial teachings

1. Only male pastors

2. Close Communion

3. Jesus: only way

4. Physical intimacy: 1 man, 1 woman, married—no exceptions

5. Husband head/household

C. Society doesn’t understand

1. I opened can/worms mentioning all @ once

2. Don’t have time 2 cover all now

3. God has reasons for all

4. Has given clear reasons

5. Not reasons summarized in sound bite

6. World prefers quick answer

7. Explain God /universe in 1 catchy sentence

8. World makes up own mind w/o honest inquiry

9. Just easier that way

10. Don’t have to change life & perception/reality

11. Don’t have 2 admit sinner

12. Can ignore cross instead/claiming responsibility

III. Nothing 2 hide from world

A. Even though world closes eyes & ears “La la la not listening!”

B. God given message 2 share anyway

1. Love > obstinacy

2. Truth > personally contrived fiction

3. Idea/each person deciding right & wrong for selves = ludicrous

4. If no absolute truth, then “no absolute truth” can’t be true!

5. That’s darkness our world stumbles in

C. HS given us Light

1. JC: conceived in Mary

2. Truth by which all other truths judged

3. Bible: inspired by HS

4. Same truth

5. Wonderful light in darkness

a) World struggles 4 meaning

b) God points 2 cross

(1) Truth: We deserve that

Truth: Should’ve been us forsaken/God

(2) Truth: God loved us in spite/sin

(3) Truth: God became sinless man to be punished 4 our sin

(4) Truth: JC, true God & true man, took our place †

(5) Truth: Same JC rose/dead to give us ∞ life w/ Him

6. World may scoff @ message

Exactly what they need 2 hear

7. In His 4giveness, new day dawns on dark world

8. Why would we ever want to hide that? iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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