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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Baptism

Message: Take shoes off when you walk in? Why? God doesn’t want heaven dirtied w/ sin so He washed us clean in baptism.

Wise Investment

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (2Pet 3:8-14 ESV) “But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance. But the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be exposed. 

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Every time turn on TV/radio/paper, hear/economy

1. Declared official depression since last Dec

2. Result/bad investments

a) Banks investing/homeowners

b) Couples investing/homes

c) Corporations investing/CEO’s & workers (more/could afford)

B. Bad investment <= sinful nature

1. Good, fast, cheap: pick 2

2. Not satisfied

3. Want all now w/ no strings

II. What we invest in?

A. Quick & easy

1. Low quality become popular

a) Don’t repair shoes: throw away

b) Wal-mart contracts w/ companies 4 cheaper products

c) Fast food trumps sit-down dinner

d) More shipped/truck than train

2. Matter/priorities

a) What afford now?

b) Can it wait?

c) What’s more important @ moment?

B. Weigh investment

1. Is worth $?

2. Worth time?

3. Need that much quality?

C. Do same w/ God

1. Growing/faith basically free

a) No charge 4 SS/Bible Class

b) Offering free will: needed but not required

c) Good & Cheap, not fast

d) Nothing better/Word/God

e) —>Perfect eternal life

f) But still weigh investment

(1) How much faith I need?

(2) Still believe? OK, I’m good.

(a) Never know when attack comes

(b) Like soldier saying, “Don’t need armor, still alive.”

(c) Get caught unaware, too late

(3) More/that, faith 4 now, 2

(a) Puts all->perspective

(b) See world differently

(c) See hand/God in life

(d) Great comfort

(e) Great wonder

(f) Great joy

(g) Absolute peace

III. God invested in X

A. Solid investment

1. Never let U down

2. Never fall

B. J didn’t invest/us

C. Purchased us: †

D. Knew wouldn’t get return on investment

1. Wasn’t cheap: life

Wasn’t fast: ∞ planning, 33 years work

2. We’re not good, either

a) J has made us good

b) Gave His ®

c) Will keep us 4ever iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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