GOD'S STEWARDS ARE IN THE WORLD,

BUT NOT OF THE WORLD.

You are different from the rest of the world. You are not a slave to sin. You have been given a multitude of God’s gifts and have been called to use them for His kingdom. Why? Because you can.

As a Christian, you hold a unique place in the world. You have a personal relationship with the God of the Universe. You know His will for the world, and He trusts you to be His spokesperson. He has opened His vault to you and said, “Here, invest this.”

So how do you invest the riches of God’s kingdom?

First off, we can be sure God doesn’t want His riches invested in sin. That includes the time He has loaned to you. Sadly, you’ll have a difficult time finding ways to invest your time without some involvement in sin, because we live in a sinful world. Turn on the TV or radio, and it won’t take long to encounter sin. Log onto the Internet, and you’ll find the same, probably on the first page you come to.

And yet, having the riches of the Kingdom of God at our disposal, we have been given the opportunity to make an eternal difference. Giving time or money to church or to various missions makes it possible to save souls from hell. How much is one soul worth? It’s worth a whole lot more than we need to spend to get the Word of God to that person out there. And every day, God uses those donations to bring His Word to lost souls in our community, our district, our nation, and our world, God’s world.

And yet, not every investment that we make has a measurable return. Our Christ Callers group makes visits twice per month, and while the work of four people has made a difference in the number of people in the pews on Sunday morning, many of the visits do not, but we need to understand that the return on the investment is God’s responsibility, not ours. We just invest in all kinds of people, whether visiting the sick or infirm, giving blood, supporting causes inside and outside the church, helping your neighbor, or caring for your children, and we trust God to produce the “results” that He wants to produce according to His schedule and His plan for all of us.

We are citizens of this world, but because of Jesus’ death in our place on the cross, we have been given citizenship in the world to come as well. God grant us faith to invest His riches in eternity.

