What Does That Mean? (Part 8)

Prayer of the Church

The disciples were devoted to the teachings of the apostles, to fellowship, to the breaking of bread, and to prayer. (Acts 2:42, GWV)

God gathers us together not only for our own benefit, but for the sake of others. In The Prayers, we approach God in faith, knowing He loves us and hears our concerns.

Note that God knows our needs and provides for us without our prayer, but when we pray, we confess our faith that He knows us and that He loves us. He is our heavenly Father, and because Jesus, His Son, traded places with us, we are God’s children, and God hears our prayers as if Jesus Himself were praying them, and Romans 8 reassures us that the Holy Spirit prays right along with us.

The Prayer typically follows an order of petition, intercession, and thanksgiving. We bring our requests to God (petition), we pray for others (intercession), and we thank God for His love (thanksgiving).

The prayer can follow various forms. One common and ancient form is the “Bidding Prayer,” which begins, “Let us pray for…,” followed by the actual prayer, and the congregation responds, “Amen,” expressing their faith that God hears the prayer and will answer it.

A variation on the Bidding Prayer follows this form” “For…let us pray to the Lord.” The congregation responds with the simple prayer that summarizes our need for God to hear us and our unworthiness to be heard: “Lord, have mercy.”

Another common form uses a string of collects (like the previously described Collect of the Day), each ending with, “Lord, in Your mercy,” to which the congregation responds in faith, “Hear our prayer,” knowing God does hear our prayer.

Whatever form the prayer takes, it expresses the sure and certain knowledge of God’s love and mercy. We know God will hear our prayers and provide, not because we ask, but because He loved us before we asked.

