God's Stewards Are Loved And Loving

As Christians, we don’t make choices based on “You ought to….” Rather, or decisions stem from, “God loves you.” We easily lose sight of this important distinction and fall into works righteousness: “I’m a good person because I….” You are a good person, but you are because Christ made you good by His death in your place on the cross, not because of anything that you have done.

Consequently, because God has given us His kingdom of grace and promised us eternal life and glory, we are free to share the riches of that kingdom with others. And the more we share that wealth, the more the world, our neighbors, and our own families can see that amazing love God gives us.

Therefore, our goal as Christians is to do all things not only to God’s glory, but as a show of His love.

As a congregation, every program and activity can be an expression of God’s love for our community, the world, and us whether it be an evangelistic outreach program or a fundraiser. Applying God’s love through the former is easy: we’re sharing the Gospel. But applying God’s love through a fundraiser can be more difficult, yet it’s worth our time to do so. While fundraisers are sadly sometimes necessary, we as a community of love can even use those as opportunities to share God’s love, whether by handing out notepads with Gospel messages on them or by sharing God’s love by building relationships.

That said, fundraisers can never be an excuse to withhold God’s gifts from His people. It’s easy to say, “We have enough money for our programs,” but the more financial opportunities we have, the more we can show God’s love to more people in greater ways. God gives us His love, and in turn, we pass that love on to others that they may know His love.

But this principle applies not just to congregations, but also to individuals. Jesus died for you, and He died for your spouse, your children, your siblings, your friends, and billions of people you’ve never met. And so as God provides for us, we in turn, as individuals and families, pass that on to others and to each other. How? By providing for the needs of others as God has provided so freely for us, whether by giving to charities or by cooking and cleaning for our families. In so doing, Christ shows His love through us.

Of course, we often fail to live up to this ideal, but such is Christ’s great love for us, that when we fail to reflect His love accurately, when we love ourselves more than others, and when we spend more time worrying about our own budgets than our neighbors’ souls, Christ still loves us. Those failures—those sins—were nailed to the cross in the body of Christ, and they remain there forever, completely forgiven. Such is Jesus’ amazing love for us, that He gives us His love and salvation not just to share with others, but because that’s what we need.

