What Would You Like On Your Bus?

In October of last year, if you were traveling to London, you might have seen a bus with a sign on the side reading, “There's probably no God. Now stop worrying and enjoy your life,” which had been placed by an atheist organization. Two Christian organizations followed with “There is a God. BELIEVE. Don't worry and enjoy your life,” and, “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God.” Others have since followed in Washington D.C.: “Why believe in a god? Just be good for goodness' sake,” around Christmas last year and currently in Madison, “As my ancestors are free from slavery, I am free from the slavery of religion,” with a local church also responding with the “A fool hath said in his heart…” quote.

Thousands of dollars are being spent on these messages, and I question whether any of them help one cause or another, but as I’ve thought about it, two questions come to mind:

If I were to pay for an ad on a bus, what message would I like to send?

Because we know not only that there is God, but also that He loves us and sent His Son to save us from death and hell, we need worry about nothing. Really, this is the message of the Bible: Jesus has paid for your sin to give you forgiveness and eternal life. If I had money to spend on bus signs (or buses in Delaware County, for that matter!), I’d like the community to know that God forgives all sin and loves us no matter what we’ve done.

But this leads to a more practical question:

What message does my life send?

While we may not have signs for buses, our lives say way more than any bus ad ever could, whether we want them to or not. Jesus said, (Matthew 5:14) “You are the light of the world. A city located on a hill can’t be hidden.” The world watches us even when we don’t want it to. Look at our children—they learn from our example. If we show the importance and greatness of Jesus’ love in our lives through Bible study, prayer, church attendance, and living a life of service for others, both our children and the rest of the world will see that love of Christ reflected in our lives.

The message we send earns us nothing before God—we don’t need to earn anything, as Jesus has already earned eternal life for us. But our message impacts the world around us.

If you could send one message to the world, what would it be? Is it the message of God’s love?

What message is your life sending? Is it the kind of message you’d like to put on the side of a bus?

