Which sin is worse?

Yes, we know that all sins deserve hell, and that Jesus died for all sins, no matter how bad, so set aside that theological thought for a moment. Now rank the following sins in order which is worse. (You don’t have to share with the class, so write it down and be honest. If you have more than one person in your home reading this, take some time to discuss this.)

· Adultery

· Coveting (Wanting what’s not rightfully yours)

· Disrespect of authority

· Idolatry

· Murder

· Theft

God is the giver of all good and perfect gifts, and He blesses us beyond measure with these gifts: life, marriage, possessions, and reputation, but when we corrupt these gifts with sin, they not only cease to bless us, but they become a curse to us.

God gives us authorities in our lives (parents, bosses, law enforcement officers, etc.) to guard and protect us and serve as His representatives. When we ignore His guidance through them, any number of consequences can happen, from traffic accidents to companies failing. We can easily despise those who seek to guide us, which can lead to much pain.

Marriage is one of God’s greatest gifts and produces such tremendous blessings, including children, security, and all the ways married couples show love to each other, but when God’s perfect formula of one man, one woman, married for life is twisted, it brings immeasurable sorrow and pain. Families are torn apart over even one selfish action—not just one family, but two, as well as all the relatives and friends of the couples. Suddenly, this amazing gift has become a burden and a curse.

Cohabitation and sexual contact by those not married brings similar pain. Statistics confirm that cohabitation before marriage has a devastating effect on the relationship, drastically increasing the probability of divorce as well as the likelihood of abuse or unfaithfulness. It sends the message, “Yes, I like being around you, but I don’t want to be stuck with you for the rest of my life.” It’s not love—it’s a purely selfish message, lacking the slef-sacrifice that is God’s love.

God has given us life, but murder or any other assault on life horrifies us. Why? Because life is so beautiful and such a tremendous blessing from God.

Notice that you likely put coveting and theft pretty low on the list—rightly so. God gives us all kinds of wonderful things that we consider our property, and if those are taken away, we feel upset, violated, and lacking, but those gifts that money can buy are nowhere near as valuable as our families and human life, so when these lesser gifts are corrupted, the sense of pain and loss is comparably less than adultery or murder.

If you didn’t, consider marking Idolatry as the worst sin. Why? Because idolatry—setting something else as more important to you than God—jeopardizes the soul. Jesus said the greatest commandment is to “Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength,” and (no surprise) He was right. Even the destruction of a marriage or a human life cannot compare with the tragedy of the eternal separation of a human soul from the love and blessings of God.

Consider other sins as well, the blessings God gives, and how they corrupt those blessings: gossip and the gift of a good reputation, neglecting God’s Word, hatred, (what else comes to mind?).

On the cross, Jesus suffered the consequences and effects of every one of these sins. He endured the unfaithfulness of all of us, whom He loves more than a husband loves his bride (Ephesians 5). He was mocked; His clothes were stolen right off His back; the chief priests coveted and rejected His authority; He was murdered; and as God in the flesh, the idolatry of mankind rejected Him. But it was for those sins, for that pain, and for that destruction that He died, so that He could bring restoration and healing capable of restoring our broken lives, even after death.

Sin is horrible, but God’s love is so much greater. He is even able to take the devastating effects of sin and use those corrupted gifts to turn us to the cross, where we see our Savior, God’s love-made-flesh, and be reconciled to Him and to each other.

This season of the Resurrection, I pray that you know the blessings that overcome your sorrows.

