God's Stewards Live With An Awareness Of The Present And Future,
Of Time And Eternity

This final point of the stewardship principles offers a point of perspective. Why do we bother with wondering what God wants us to do with our resources? We don’t fear punishment for their misuse—Jesus was already punished for that in our place. Rather, we consider how God can use those gifts both here in time and finally in eternity.

It’s important to make this distinction and to understand both sides of this perspective.

On the one hand, what we do now can have eternal consequences for good or evil. By supporting mission work both within the congregation and throughout the world, our gifts make possible more ministries that are able then to reach more people with the Good News of God’s love for us in Jesus. As more people hear that Gospel, the Holy Spirit works faith in their hearts, and they escape hell and receive eternal life.

As well, when we set aside ten minutes of our time to read a Bible story to a child, that investment of time is used by God again to strengthen faith to enable that child to combat the influences in the world that would try to undermine God’s truth. While our time is valuable, using it to share Jesus not only can, but will have an eternal impact. It’s a matter of swapping 10 minutes in exchange for all eternity.

On the other hand, we can’t be so focused on eternity that we neglect the here and now. God is not just God of the future. He’s our God now.

In other words, don’t neglect those who depend on you to get through today in order to prepare for eternity. As a church, we can get so concerned about others’ eternal welfare that we forget that they need food, clothing, and shelter, as well as love and companionship, today.

When St. Paul wrote 2 Thessalonians, he wrote in response to just this attitude. People expected Jesus to come any day (rightly so), so they quit working and just sat around waiting (wrongly so!). We don’t know when Jesus is coming back for the final resurrection, so we need to live each day as if He were coming today, yet prepare for a longer delay. As a metaphor: don’t buy so much life insurance that you’ll end up needing it sooner!

God has blessed us beyond our ability to count. Even the poorest (financially) of those reading this are among the richest in the world. He has given us time that we can use for leisure, personal projects, or other pursuits. And He has given us skills to help each other both through our careers and just helping those who need a hand or a warm meal. But most of all, He has given us Himself in the flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior.

May God not only continue to bless you, but also open your eyes to His hand that you may see Him as the source of all blessings.

