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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What can you tell me about the Holy Spirit?

Message: The Spirit gives us faith to believe that Jesus died to take away our sin, and through faith, we are saved.

Little Johnny, Jeff, Ice, James, Peter, and even Trudy

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 2:14-21 ESV) “But Peter, standing with the eleven, lifted up his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and give ear to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day.* But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 


“ ‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares,


 that I will pour out my Spirit on all flesh,



and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,



and your young men shall see visions,



and your old men shall dream dreams; 


even on my male servants* and female servants



in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. 


And I will show wonders in the heavens above



and signs on the earth below,



 blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke; 


the sun shall be turned to darkness



and the moon to blood,



 before the day of the Lord comes, the great and magnificent day. 


And it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.’”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. (Story Time)

A. Little Johnny

1. 10 years old

2. Mother’s Day

3. How make Mom happy?

4. Hadn’t gone to church in long time

5. Parents divorced

6. Mom worked late Saturday nights

7. How happy: wake up to note: went to church

8. Put on “Sunday Best”

9. Walked 2 church

10. Walked in

11. Trudy Johnson saw

a) You know Trudy

b) Means well

c) Tact

12. Trudy 2 Little Johnny: “What are you doing here?”

a) Didn’t mean it that way

b) Little Johnny lowered head

c) Turned around & went home

d) Never went to church again

B. Jeff

1. Never fit in in school

2. kids picked on

3. something about voice: called all kinds of names

4. didn’t get better after graduated

5. wasn’t very interested in girls

6. attraction went other way

a) wasn’t proud of that

b) knew homosexuality = sin

c) didn’t know what to do about it

d) kept to self

e) knew church would throw him out if found out

f) never bothered to go

C. Ice

1. Real name: Irwin—anyone who found out feared for life

2. name meant all kinds

a) Cold attitude

b) Fists hard like ice

c) Fists & earring: ice-like diamonds

d) Ice-like crystal drugs he sold

3. Every day, walk past church doing deliveries

a) Sundays, people avoid making eye contact

b) Sneer, sometimes point threateningly, just to scare

c) Every time walked past

(1) Thought: friends who like you, not fear you

(2) Remembered grandma bringing him as kid

(3) Kept telling himself just boring place

(4) Lump in throat told him otherwise

(5) But knew too late 4 him

(6) Make best of life

(7) Hell for sure

(8) Nothing he could do about it

D. James

1. Grew up in church

2. Mom & Dad brought every week

3. Even went when on vacation

4. After confirmed: usher

5. As adult, served just about every board & committee except LWML

6. Life wasn’t perfect

7. Comfortable, great marriage

8. wonderful kids

II. Peter

A. Blue collar kind of guy

B. Life so far: habit of shooting off mouth

C. Done: not proud of

D. Jesus forgave & chose to be apostle

E. Sent Holy Spirit to proclaim good news

1. Now, talking in different langs & telling about Jesus

2. Showing how this day fulfils prophecy/Joel

3. How Jesus fulfils all Scripture

III. You

A. Maybe know Johnny, Jeff, Ice, James, Trudy, even Peter

1. Or someone like them

2. Maybe identify w/ 1 or more

3. Maybe seen 1: what did you think when saw?

4. Did you invite any to church or share J w/?

B. Truth: J came for each

1. When you didn’t step up, He did: †

2. Since you sometimes say wrong words, He said what needed 2 be said in your defense & still does

3. Didn’t fit in so you’d fit in w/ God

4. Friend who’ll never fear U & always love you

5. Don’t have to be total outcast: came for James & Trudy & church people, too (don’t forget them)

6. Came for regular guys like Peter

7. Does amazing things w/ them

8. Most of all, loves each & every 1 of them, you too

9. so much: † so keep from hell & w/ Him forever

C. That’s what Pentecost about

1. No matter who are/what (not) done

2. He knows UR name

3. Has reservation for U @ head table right next 2 Him

4. No matter who you are,

5. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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