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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Scandal/particularity

Message: †, right? Right. Who gets gift? (faith) Fair 2 people who don’t believe? Yes, actually not fair to us b/c not fair 2 J.

Irony & Hypocrisy

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 4:8-12 ESV) “Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Our society: incredible irony & hypocrisy

1. Lawmakers who’ve cheated on spouses fighting 4 sanctity/marriage

2. Let murderers walk free b/c prisons 2 crowded

3. But kill “innocent” babies who’re not even born yet

4. Worry more/ breaking 2nd C by saying OMG than worry/ false teachings

a) Even though 2nd C really about false doctrine & lives reflecting X’s love

B. But shouldn’t surprise us

1. Live in world full/sinners

2. Left to own devices, don’t make sense long

3. Sin corrupts every decision, thought, action

II. Here, have Peter & John on trial 4 healing

A. Didn’t seek lame man out

1. Approached & in need

2. Asked 4 $

3. Had none

4. Gave ability 2 walk instead

B. Crime? Gave what needed

1. Money only help so much

2. Instead literally got him back on feet

3. Hardened criminals here

a) Imagine if more people started doing that

b) Imagine if more Christians sought needs/others in community

c) Would be…great

III. Who prosecuting these healers?

A. People who killed J

1. What J do to earn death?

a) Healed sick & disabled

b) Raised dead

c) 4gave sins

2. 4giveness the real issue

a) Chief priests didn’t want 4giveness given freely

b) Wanted people 2 behave

c) Didn’t understand that 4given want to love as G loved

d) Many still don’t understand

B. Apparently healing not sit well w/ murderers

1. Why people who protect life vs. abortion & euthanasia seen as taking away rights

2. Makes murderers look bad

3. Contrive excuse

4. Disagree & call it murder considered inflammatory, but actual killing not inflammatory

5. Freedom w/o responsibility 4 actions > human life

IV. Irony & hypocrisy why J came

A. God sees through

1. Can’t fool God

2. G not fall 4 rationale

3. Convince self easily; not God

B. Needed 4giveness

1. J came full/grace & truth

2. Loved when we didn’t deserve

3. Didn’t leave to own devices

4. Faced God’s anger on our behalf: †

5. Rose/dead

6. Sent HS so would always be left 2 God, not selves

V. Salvation found in nobody else

A. Another concept offensive 2 society

B. Only X willing 2 do all necessary

1. Know anyone willing 2 avoid sin whole life then face ur punishment?

2. Until do (& won’t), J = only option

3. Don’t need anyone else

4. J did all 4 us

5. & because was rejected 4 us

6. Will never reject us iJN, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.

Page 2 of 2

