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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Faith
Message: In some parts of world, people go to jail or die because they love Jesus. What does God do to people who hurt Christians? (Sends Xns to tell them about Jesus so they repent.) Can God forgive them? Yes: †.

Truth be Banned

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 7:51-60 ESV) ““You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart and ears, you always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fathers did, so do you. Which of the prophets did not your fathers persecute? And they killed those who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you have now betrayed and murdered, you who received the law as delivered by angels and did not keep it.” 

Now when they heard these things they were enraged, and they ground their teeth at him. But he, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. And he said, “Behold, I see the heavens opened, and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” But they cried out with a loud voice and stopped their ears and rushed together* at him. Then they cast him out of the city and stoned him. And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul. And as they were stoning Stephen, he called out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And falling to his knees he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” And when he had said this, he fell asleep.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. 1 yr anniv/VA Tech shooting

B. Brings to mind Columbine

1. After Columbine, Mickey Cain on Larry King Live

2. Spoke of friend: Kathy

She was in the -- in a classroom, I believe, and she ended up standing up for the greatest thing ever. She had the courage to turn her life around, and she went straight up after she started trusting Christ. And when I came to Columbine the year after she left, she lent a hand to me when I was kind of going crooked, and she completely, completely stood up for God when the killers asked her if there was anyone who had faith in Christ. She spoke up and they shot her for it. And that is the most brave thing anyone could ever do, and I -- I want that memory to live on and her example for that.

3. 2000 yrs ago, Stephen 1st Xn martyr

a) Still martyrs today

b) Many in Eastern Hemisphere

c) No Xn ever recanted on deathbed

II. Why martyrs?

A. Why world hate?

1. See in text

2. Pharisees covered ears

3. Didn’t want to hear truth

B. Like discussing Creation

1. Typical response: ridicule

2. No interest in evidence

3. Voltaire: Even if a miracle should be wrought in the open marketplace before a thousand sober witnesses, I would rather mistrust my senses than admit a miracle.

4. If God, then accountable

5. Have to admit sin

6. Rather hold sin than confess & 4givn

C. British show: character: Xn terrorist

1. Network afraid of Muslim terrorists

2. So Characterized Xn that way: no fear of reprisal

3. See irony?

D. Xns not perfect

1. Northern Ireland had trouble

2. Historical examples: Crusades, Spanish Inquisition

3. But today, Xns safe to persecute

4. Devil happy to do so

a) In our nation, not usually violence

b) More subtle

(1) Ridicule

(2) Peer pressure

(3) “Goody Two-Shoes”

(4) “Naughty” treated as good

(5) society laughs at sin

(6) Devil invites join in

(7) Often accept invitation

III. Stephen’s response

A. Called on carpet: persecute prophet

B. When know wrong, have 3 main choices

1. Change subject: wouldn’t work

2. Admit & confess

3. Or kill opponent

C. Pharisees chose door #3

D. Stone -> silence

1. Laid cloaks @ Saul’s feet: easier to lift stone

2. Start w/ big rock

3. Finish job w/ smaller ones

E. Stephen had been calling 2 repent

1. Still prays for their salvation

2. Knows He’s saved

3. Prays for them

4. & we know at least 1 repented: Saul

IV. Note Jesus Here

A. Standing at right hand of God

1. Usually seated

2. As King on throne

3. Here standing

a) Rooting for Stephen

b) Standing to go welcome home

B. Rooting for you ,too

1. Wants U w/ Him like Stephen

2. That’s why He †

3. W/ you 2 strengthen & preserve you

4. Until you stand before His throne

5. & He welcomes you home. IJN, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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