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Children’s Sermon

Object: What’s impossible for God? (Nothing)Can God turn bad people who don’t believe in Jesus into forgiven people who do believe in Jesus? (Yes)

Message: Without God, we are all bad people, but God sent Jesus to take your sin on Him and give you His goodness, and He washed away your sin when you were Baptized, making you good.

Why are you persecuting Me?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Acts 9:1-8 ESV) “But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. And falling to the ground he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.” The men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one. Saul rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. By now, you all know of the events at Virginia Polytechnic University earlier this week

B. And you may be asking, why does God allow these tragedies to happen?

1. Ironically, He has answered that question in today’s text

2. Because our church is named after a murderer much like Cho Seung-Hui, the Virginia Tech murderer

C. And in the account of the life of Saul of Tarsus,

1. Murderer of Jews

2. Yet missionary to the Gentiles

D. We see the amazing love of God

II. But Saul, still inhaling threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high priest.

A. It was around A.D. 37

B. Jesus’ death, resurrection, and ascension had been a few years ago

1. And in that time, “The Way,” as it was called, had grown

2. And these followers of “The Way,” or “Christians,” as they would later be called, were popping up everywhere

C. And Saul, being a loyal Pharisee, was bound and determined to put a stop to it before they lost any more good Jews to it

D. He had already overseen the death of Stephen the deacon

1. He hadn’t bloodied his hands with the stones

2. He stood by and held the cloaks of the stone throwers

3. And he listened as Stephen prayed for their forgiveness

4. Those heretics and their talk about forgiveness of sins

5. Saul knew full-well that he had no sin

6. He’d been a loyal Pharisee all his life and kept every letter of God’s Law

7. And God would smile on him for stomping out the followers of the “way”—more like the “wayward”

E. Every time he thought about them, his blood boiled

1. He hated them so much, he could taste it

2. If this movement were from God, it would last,

3. But Saul knew ti wasn’t from God

4. So he’d make sure it wouldn’t last if he had to kill every last one of them

F. So he went to the high priest to get permission to continue his purging

III. He asked from him epistles to Damascus for the synagogue so that if he found anyone of the Way, whether men or women, that he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.

A. The High Priest gave him epistles of death

1. These notes authorized Saul to arrest any followers of Jesus he could find and bring them to Jerusalem

2. There, they would be tried for heresy and put to death for their blasphemy

B. Some might think of it as murder,

1. But Saul had the church on his side

2. God Himself watched over him and guided his steps—and his stones

IV. But while he was traveling, it happened as he neared Damascus, that a light suddenly flashed around him out of the sky.

A. Saul had been walking in darkness

1. His hatred had blinded him

2. In his confusion, he completely missed the point of the Law he’d tried so hard to follow

3. “Love your neighbor as yourself” had no part whatsoever in his heart and his faith

4. And he didn’t even know the God he was trying to serve

B. God had already revealed Himself in Jesus Christ, the light of the world

1. But now, God revealed Himself to one man, the last man in the world to deserve such individual attention

2. The Light of the world showed Paul The Way, the Truth, and the Life

3. And He shone into that black heart to shine the way out of that sinful darkness

V. And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?"

A. Saul fell down in fear

1. It’s a natural reaction when faced with the glory of God

2. Because in God’s holiness, we suddenly see our failings

3. Saul, who thought himself so perfect, was now confronted with His sin

B. Saul had been persecuting Christ

1. Is that such a bad thing?

a) They did that to Jesus on the cross

b) And He forgave them

c) Even the guy hanging next to him, who had previously mocked Jesus

2. But Saul was persecuting Christ be hurting his bride, the church

a) If you want to really upset a man, don’t attack the man

(1) If he’s stronger than you, you may well just annoy him

(2) But if you hurt another man’s wife, may God have mercy on your soul

(3) Because you may be meeting Him soon!

b) But Saul hadn’t just been hurting another man’s wife

(1) He’d been murdering the bride of Christ

(2) Saul abused God’s wife!

(3) How does one apologize for something like that?

VI. But he said, "Who are You, Lord?" "I am Jesus Whom you are persecuting."

A. Saul still doesn’t understand what’s going on

B. But he figures it out all too quickly

C. Saul realizes he’s on the wrong side

1. All this time, he’d been killing the good guys!

2. In his zeal for the truth, He’d gotten it wrong

3. Those stones should’ve been aimed at him!

4. Saul himself was the heretic he’d accused so many others of being!

5. Where do you go from there?

VII. "But rise and go into the city, and it will be told to you what you must do."

A. What did Paul need to do in the city?

B. He needed to hear the Gospel

1. He knew God’s Law: “Thou shalt not murder.”

2. And he knew he’d broken it—horribly!

C. But He needed to hear what God did about those who’d broken His Law

1. Because Jesus came not to condemn the world, but to save it

2. Jesus died that murderers may live

D. What would’ve happened if Jesus had struck Saul down right there or even before he’d started killing Christians?

1. We wouldn’t have the life-giving epistles from the one who’d previously sought epistles of death

2. We wouldn’t know that we are as much the chief of sinners as Saul was

3. And we would live in fear that God would strike us down for our sin as well

E. But God, as only God can, turned Saul around

1. He took this man of hatred and showed him love and forgiveness

2. He forgave all of Saul’s sin just as He has forgiven all of your sin

3. Saul had failed to stomp out the message of forgiveness in Christ

4. And he must’ve been glad of that, because he needed that forgiveness like he’d never known

VIII. But the men traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing nobody.

A. So many hear the voice of God, but it falls on deaf ears

1. They think of going to church as a duty instead of an opportunity to receive God’s gifts

2. They only hear the Law and think that, just maybe, they can be good enough for God

B. But Jesus didn’t come to save good people

1. He came to save sinners

2. Jesus came to save murderers like Saul of Tarsus

3. Jesus came to save liars, cheaters, haters, gossips, and lawbreakers—you know—you…and me

IX. But Saul rose from the ground, but though his eyes were open, he could see nothing, but leading him by the hand, they brought him to Damascus.

A. Now Saul would experience physically what had plagued his soul for so long: blindness

B. But soon, Saul would come to be known as Paul, apostle to the gentiles

1. He would go tell everyone he could of the amazing love that God has, no matter how great your sin

2. He would tell of the senseless murder he’d committed, and how God used that series of events to save the soul of the man responsible for those deaths

3. And as God alone is able, He saved the souls of millions, including yours and mine,

4. through this man who could say literally, “I once was lost but now am found; was blind, but now I see.”

C. Because that’s what God does

1. He takes sinners and those who are suffering and confused

2. And He shows you His love and forgives your sins

3. God forgave Saul

4. And God has forgiven you all of your sin and given you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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