Evangelism Moment

Easter is my favorite time of year, and it’s right around the corner. Few things in life give me more pleasure than shouting, “HE IS RISEN!!!” to wake up my kids (or my congregation!) on Easter morning and throughout the season. Since we have such a great message, the promise of eternal life with God, we have reason to be excited and to share that joy with others. Here are some Easter-related ideas for sharing this Good News.

· If your family or church has an Easter egg hunt, leave one of the plastic eggs empty. The child who finds it can turn it in for a special prize, but the message is that the empty tomb is the greatest thing anyone has ever found.

· If your church serves an Easter Breakfast, have the congregation pitch in, and offer it for free to the community, no strings attached. If your community has a food bank or other resources for the poor, ask permission to advertise this free meal in those places where those who need it most will see it. When people arrive, hand them a tract that includes your service times and church website URL.

· Speaking of websites, I forgot to mention this last month: If you don’t have one yet, get a church website. Dreamhost.com offers free lifetime professional hosting and domain registration to non-profits with no ads. If you have a Thrivent “Lutherans Online” site, get a real church site at Dreamhost without ads and your own .org domain. (We use them for our church website and have been very impressed.)

· When you attend a funeral, wake, or talk to someone who has lost a loved-one, don’t just offer your condolences—remind them of the resurrection. Many people believe in heaven, which is great comfort, but we have even greater comfort to share: they will live again!

· If you know someone who’s stressed about anything, tell them, “Don’t worry—someday (maybe today!), Jesus is coming back, and He’s going to get rid of all stress, and He’ll be with you until that day to carry you through just as He carried your cross,” or something similar.

· Rejoice at Easter! Christ is risen, so don’t let the stress of meals, families, or travel get to you. Let the light of the Resurrection outshine your stress, and don’t forget that the promise is for you, too! And if someone asks what you’re smiling about, tell them!

· Find more tips at stpaulslcms.com/evangelismmoment.html

Of course, it’s Easter, so invite a friend to Easter services, too, and when possible, offer to drive.

If you have comments or suggested tips, please pass them on.
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