Dale Critchley
6/12/08

Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Covenant

Message: What’s a Covenant? Like contract: you do this, I’ll do that. God contract w/ us, but He did all for us.

The Wandering

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Ex 19:2-8 ESV) “They set out from Rephidim and came into the wilderness of Sinai, and they encamped in the wilderness. There Israel encamped before the mountain, while Moses went up to God. The LORD called to him out of the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the house of Jacob, and tell the people of Israel: You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the people of Israel.” 

So Moses came and called the elders of the people and set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. All the people answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses reported the words of the people to the LORD.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Mom shopping in grocery store

1. Stop to get item

2. Daughter start looking @ something

3. Mom move on

4. Daughter stay

5. “Come on!”

6. Over & over, got fed up

7. Moved on, turned corner, peeked around corner

8. Minute later, daughter panicked

9. Came running around corner; ran into mom (almost knocked over)

10. Stayed w/ Mom rest of that trip @ least

B. This week, talked/Israelites

1. Much like that daughter

2. God cared 4 & rescued

3. Didn’t follow Him

4. Said they would

5. Didn’t take long to melt jewelry into golden calf

II. Bad Israelites!

A. Saw miracles

1. Plagues, part Red Sea

2. Pillar/cloud/fire

3. Manna, water from rock

B. How could turn away?

C. We any different?

1. Didn’t just save from Egypt

2. Saved from hell

3. †

4. We follow closely? No

5. 10 simple commandments

a) God alone: God’s will your 1st priority?

b) God’s name: not just cursing—giving Him bad name by public sin

c) Spend time w/ God—every day, all day!

d) Honor authorities

e) Protect health/others: including enemies

f) Honor spouse: as X & Church

g) Help others protect possessions

h) Don’t lie

i) Don’t want what not rightfully yours: thankful for what U have

6. All broken all

III. How God respond?

A. Sometimes, made example of

1. Swallowed by earth

2. Burned to dust

3. Bitten by snakes

4. Wander 40 years

B. Because He didn’t love them?

1. No, because He did

2. Wanted them 2 understand sin serious

3. Easy 2 be flippant

4. Sin creates big messes

5. Sin leads 2 hell

6. Sin throws creation out/whack

a) Clouds judgment further

b) Turns good -> bad e.g. rain/floods

7. We understand because/their consequence

C. God punishing us w/ floods?

1. No

2. Punished J: †

3. Israelites sacrificed: animals died in place

4. †: Jesus greatest sacrifice in our place

5. Like mom in store loved daughter

6. Frustrated, but still love

7. So God still love

D. God showed love/Israelites

1. Care 4 in wilderness

2. Brought 2 promised land

3. Cares 4 us in wilderness

4. will bring 2 promised land: eternal life iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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