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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: 3rd Article: Faith

Message: What is faith? How do you get faith? What does God use to give it to us? When we say we have faith, what dies that mean we believe? †

In spite of it all

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Gen 15:1-6 ESV) “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision: “Fear not, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” But Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue* childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” And Abram said, “Behold, you have given me no offspring, and a member of my household will be my heir.” And behold, the word of the LORD came to him: “This man shall not be your heir; your very own son* shall be your heir.” And he brought him outside and said, “Look toward heaven, and number the stars, if you are able to number them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” And he believed the LORD, and he counted it to him as righteousness.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever tried to be helpful, and everything blows up in your face?

1. A number of years ago, a friend of mine had a bunch of computers he needed to get rid of

a) I knew some people who were looking for computers

b) So I got his list and sold his computers for him

c) I had nothing to gain from it but helping out friends on both ends

d) It seemed like a win-win situation

e) Then it all went wrong

(1) The computers arrived while I was out of town

(2) The delivery service left them on our doorstep

(3) In a rainstorm

(4) So here I am with ruined computers and no money

(5) It never did get resolved, and I lost friends on both ends of the deal

B. Abram had just rescued his nephew, Lot, from captivity by four different kings

1. Not only was he afraid of backlash,

2. But his future looked bleak as well

a) He was already getting old

b) And it was clear that he and his wife were not able to have children

c) Even though he’d followed God’s direction and trusted God to get him through everything,

d) Everything was going wrong

e) And his problems just wouldn’t go away

II. After these things, the Word of Yahweh happened to Abram in a vision saying, "Do not fear, Abram. I am a shield to you. Your reward will be very great."

A. It can be easy to get discouraged like Abram

1. Your health goes bad

2. Relationships break up

3. Your kids disappoint you

4. You don’t get that job or promotion you were hoping for

5. Your fields don’t produce as great a crop as you were hoping for

B. But God says to you, as He said to Abram, “Don’t fear!” Or more to the point, “stop being afraid”!

1. That’s what faith is all about

2. If I pick up my kids and swing them around, they laugh, let go, and come back for more

3. But when we had foster kids, they would panic and try desperately to cling to me so I wouldn’t drop them

4. But if anything, their squirming made it more difficult to hold onto them

5. It certainly didn’t make them safer, no matter how much they struggled

C. When trouble comes, do you try to desperately hold on

1. We usually do

2. But God says, “Stop being afraid! Don’t panic!”

3. Just relax and enjoy!

D. But it’s hard to relax and enjoy when everything seems to be going wrong

E. That’s why God says, “Your reward will be great.”

1. Now normally, when we think of “reward,” we think of it as payment for something we’ve done

2. But in God’s case, He rewards us for the work of Jesus Christ on our behalf

3. But He does promise the reward!

a) Because of the perfect life and substitutionary death of Jesus on our behalf, 

b) And because of Jesus’ resurrection from death,

c) God has promised that or reward is nothing less than the same resurrection and eternal life

4. So given that reward

a) And that it’s not far away

b) And that nothing can take it away from you

c) Why are you so prone to worry?

III. Abram said, "Lord Yahweh, what will You give to me, since I am childless, and the son who will inherit my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" And Abram said, "Behold, you have given to me no seed, and behold, a son of my house will possess it."

A. Abram had the same problem as you

1. “Yeah, I know God’s there, but…”

2. And there you are again

3. Holding on tight

4. Instead of trusting that God won’t let you fall

IV. Then behold, the Word of Yahweh came to him saying, "This man will not be your heir, since he who will come out from your own body—he will be your heir."

A. God is so patient with us

B. We have so little faith

C. And He could easily say, “Look, if you’re going to expect nothing, I’ll give you nothing,”

D. But instead, God responds with a promise

V. He brought him outside and said, "Look now at the heavens and count the stars if you are able to count them.." And He said to him, "So shall your seed be."

A. When God blesses, He blesses big

B. He promised Abram that his descendents would be as impossible to count as the stars in the sky

C. And the promise He’s given you is even greater

1. Complete forgiveness of sins

2. Resurrection from death

3. And eternal life in a new creation free from sin, death, and the devil

VI. And he believed in Yahweh, and He accounted it to him as righteousness.

A. God gives us those promises purely out of love for us

B. We don’t have to earn it

C. God didn’t bless Abram because he was such a good man

1. He blessed Abram because God loved Abram

2. And God gave Abram faith to believe in those promises

3. And through that God-given faith in God’s amazing love,

4. God credited Abram’s faith as righteousness

5. In other words, God credited Abram with what God Himself had done

D. And God does the same for you

1. No matter how much your life blows up in your face

2. No matter how reluctant you are to relax and let God handle your stresses

3. He gives you faith through His Word and Sacraments

a) He says to you, “I have called you by name in your Baptism—you are mine.”

b) He says to you, “Take and eat my Body and Blood for the forgiveness of all your sins.”

c) He says to you, “I loved you in such a way that I gave My only-begotten Son, and since you believe in Him, you will not perish, but have eternal life in Jesus’ name.” Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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