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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Love

Message: Can anyone tell me what “love” is? Sacrifice for others. We don’t always love others as we should. Who loves us most of all? How does He love us? †

Fight by the Rules

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Heb 13:1-8 ESV) “Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous. Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we can confidently say,


 “The Lord is my helper;


 I will not fear;


what can man do to me?” 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and forever.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. I was talking to someone this week about military chaplaincy and how different it is now than in many previous wars

1. Chaplains are not allowed to carry firearms

2. Because they, like medics, are non-combatants

3. And according to the Geneva Convention, they soldiers on both sides are not allowed to fire on non-combatants

B. The problem for them this time is that terrorists don’t follow the Geneva Convention

1. They’re just as happy to kill a chaplain, medic, soldier, or an Iraqi or Afghan child

2. Consequently, they’re not allowed to protect themselves adequately when they need to be

C. And while we like to say, “Those bad terrorists—they should fight by the rules,”

D. We don’t always fight by the rules, either

1. Whether it be in our community,

2. Or in our marriages,

3. Or among our friends

4. Or among brothers, sisters, and extended family

II. Let the love of the brothers remain.

A. Now, raise your hand if you disagree with that command: “Let the love of the brothers remain.”

1. Nobody is against love

2. Some people might not like romance

3. If you’re looking out for only yourself, you might only want to be loved, not worry about loving others

4. But really, everyone I’ve ever known believes brotherly love is a good thing

5. According to psychologist Abraham Maslow, love is a basic human need right after safety

6. And studies have shown that infants who don’t experience a loving attitude will actually die simply from lack of love, even when all their other needs have been cared for

B. And yet, how often do we treat our brothers as enemy combatants?

1. When our neighbor does something we disapprove of, we turn our noses up at them or gossip about them

2. Many people believe they can treat those who believe differently than they as the enemy

a) As we get closer to the primaries and elections, we’ll hear the mudslinging

(1) And it’s easy to take an “us against them” attitude

(2) But I guarantee that every party wants the best for our country

b) And when we talk to (or about) people of other religions, whether other Christians or non-Christians

(1) Just because you know a person is wrong in their understanding of God,

(2) Doesn’t mean that Jesus doesn’t love that person

(3) Jesus died for non-Christians, too,

(4) And if we treat them as enemies, they’ll never know Christ’s love and be saved

III. Don't forget to love strangers, for through this, some have unknowingly entertained angels.

A. It’s often easy to love those we know

1. Family, friends, coworkers, neighbors

2. But are we as willing to help people we don’t know?

3. If you see someone stopped on the highway, will you be as willing to help strangers as you would if you recognize them?

B. But Paul points out here that God gives us opportunities to share His love, testing our faith

1. That guy on the side of the road might be an angel sent by God to test you

2. Then again, it may be a real person put there by God to test you

IV. Remember the prisoners as bound with them, the oppressed, as you are also in the body.

A. Prisoners are easy to turn our backs on

1. Even though we know we’re all sinners,

2. If a person is in prison, they must be especially bad

3. Like the tax collectors and prostitutes Jesus spent much of His time with

B. But who could possibly better understand and appreciate Christ’s forgiveness than a prisoner?

1. As “law-abiding citizens,” which means, “I didn’t get enough speeding tickets to lose my license yet,”

2. We face a greater and more dangerous sin: self-righteousness

3. Those in prison usually know their sin and their need for forgiveness

4. But if you’ve never stood before a judge, knowing you’re guilty, you’re less likely to recognize your need for forgiveness

V. Let marriage [be] precious among all, and the bed unspoiled, for God will judge fornicators and adulterers.

A. Marriage especially can be a place where love is absent and people don’t fight by the rules

B. Usually, we argue to prove we’re right

1. But which is better, right and alone or thought wrong but still together?

2. What good is it to prove yourself right?

3. Obviously, adultery and spouse swapping break marriage vows

4. But setting yourself above your spouse is being unfaithful to your marriage vows as well

VI. Be free from love of money, being content with what you have, for He has said, "No way will I leave you, nor will I ever forsake you."

A. Here’s possibly the biggest reason people don’t fight by the rules

B. Jesus said, “The love of money is the root of all evil.”

C. And any relationship can fall into this trap

1. Families are broken up over inheritances because the material possessions are more important than the family

2. Marriages break up because possessions are more important than a union joined by God Himself

3. Even churches can worship money and set aside ministry in order to pay the bills

D. But that’s not only a lack of faith—it’s idolatry

1. It’s making money your god

2. And when money masters you instead of being your servant, then Jesus’ words become poignant

a) “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You can’t love both God and money.”

b) But all too often, we show our love and devotion to money instead of to God

VII. So that, being bold, we say, "The Lord is a helper to me. I will not be afraid. What will man do to me?"

A. Ultimately, we don’t fight by the rules because we’re afraid

1. We’re afraid that this world won’t provide us with everything we need

2. In other words, we’re afraid that God won’t provide

3. So we do “whatever it takes”

4. Even though God has already done whatever it takes and continues to do so daily

B. We don’t need to be afraid

1. We don’t need to panic and lash out when the money gets tight

2. We don’t need to get upset when the world questions or mocks us

3. If God is for us, who can be against us?

VIII. Remember those who led you, who spoke to you the Word of God, and considering the result of their conduct, imitate the faith.

A. If you look back at the saints we remember in the church

1. You will find St. Justin the Martyr, who was fed to lions for his faith

2. But nowhere will you find St. Snively the Accountant, who balanced the budget

3. Because while stewardship is important,

4. The goal of the church is knowing the love of Christ

5. Even when that means taking risks

B. Today happens to be the commemoration day for St. Hannah

1. She’s a perfect example

2. She trusted God when she had no children

3. And God provided for her

4. And God used Hannah and her son, Samuel, to bring great good to Israel

5. Just as He will use you to bring great good to the world

IX. Jesus Christ is yesterday and today the same and forever.

A. Ultimately, it all comes down to Jesus

B. It always does

C. Jesus did fight by God’s rules

1. Even when God’s rules meant going to the cross for our sin

2. Jesus showed us how God fights: by taking the lashes from the world

3. But in doing so, He won the victory for you

4. He paid for your sin

5. He earned for you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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