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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: 3rd Article

Message: Ever been really excited about going somewhere? I’m excited about going to heaven. Jesus died so we can go there.

What you need

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: 
(Is 65:17-25 ESV) ““For behold, I create new heavens


and a new earth,


and the former things shall not be remembered


or come into mind. 


But be glad and rejoice forever


in that which I create;


for behold, I create Jerusalem to be a joy,


and her people to be a gladness. 


I will rejoice in Jerusalem


and be glad in my people;


 no more shall be heard in it the sound of weeping


and the cry of distress. 


No more shall there be in it


an infant who lives but a few days,


or an old man who does not fill out his days,


for the young man shall die a hundred years old,


and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed. 


They shall build houses and inhabit them;


they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 


They shall not build and another inhabit;


they shall not plant and another eat;


 for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be,


and my chosen shall long enjoy* the work of their hands. 


They shall not labor in vain


 or bear children for calamity,*


for they shall be the offspring of the blessed of the LORD,


and their descendants with them. 


Before they call I will answer;


 while they are yet speaking I will hear. 


The wolf and the lamb shall graze together;


the lion shall eat straw like the ox,


and dust shall be the serpent’s food.


 They shall not hurt or destroy


in all my holy mountain,”


says the LORD.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. You’re probably heard this song from Disney’s “Pinocchio”

When you wish upon a star,

Makes no difference who you are

Anything your heart desires will come to you

1. So, have any of you quit your jobs to wish on stars full-time?

2. And regardless what certain TV preachers will tell you,

a) Even if you pray, no matter how much you pray,

b) You won’t get everything your heart desires

3. Even the new book Oprah has been touting, “The Secret,” won’t give you everything you want

B. But Isaiah, 600 BC, knew “the secret” to getting your heart’s desire

1. The secret is understanding that God doesn’t operate on our time table

2. And that He will give us all things, but not all now—rather, in eternity

II. For, hey, I will create fresh heavens and fresh earth, and the former will not be remembered nor come on the heart.

A. The new creation God has planned for us is so amazing that it can’t even be compared to the current world

B. This is why we have very few details about that new world

1. We understand things by comparing them to others

2. I’ve seen lots of chairs and thus have an idea what you mean when you say, “A couch is like a really wide chair.”

3. But the new creation is like the new and improved Garden of Eden

a) It’s hard enough to imagine what the Garden of Eden was like with no sin, death, or suffering in the world

b) Imagining what an improvement on that is like trying to explain “green” to a man born blind

C. And that blessed state means that we won’t dwell on all of our pain and failures from this world

1. Does that mean we’ll have no memory of or life in this world?

2. Not necessarily

3. But rather, it would seem more like a dream, where the details are fuzzy because the dream made no sense

4. In the new creation, our lives here, so corrupted by sin, just won’t fit into our new worldview

III. But be glad and rejoice forever in what I create, for hey, I create Jerusalem a rejoicing and her people a joy.

A. The new creation is often called “Jerusalem”

B. That doesn’t mean that it’s going to be on a plot of land east of the Mediterranean Sea

C. Rather, Jerusalem was the location of the temple

1. And the temple was the place where God was

2. But in the new Jerusalem, God is with His people everywhere

D. But “New Jerusalem” is also used to describe God’s people

1. Because God is in you

2. He came to you through His Word and Sacraments

3. And He has promised to remain with you through those same Means of Grace: God’s means of giving you His undeserved love

E. But because God will be present with us there, it’s a place of constant rejoicing

IV. And I will rejoice in Jerusalem and be glad in my people, and there will no longer be heard in her the voice of weeping and the sound of crying.

A. In the new creation, there will be no cause for sadness

B. Because in the new creation, there will be no sin

1. And with no sin, there’ll be no pain or suffering

2. Because once we’re done carrying our crosses,

3. The cross follows with an open tomb, opened to reveal that death is over, replaced with resurrection and eternal life

V. No longer will there be an infant of days or an old man that has not filled his days, for the child shall die at 100 but the 100 year-old sinner will be accursed.

A. This is a strange statement, because it says a child shall die at 100 years old,

1. And we know that,

2. Just as Jesus rose to never die again,

3. We will rise to never die again

B. But this is one of those “new and improved features” of the new creation

1. In the Bible, a day is measured from evening to evening

2. But in the new creation, there’s no evening

3. It’s just one long continuous day

C. So yes, you’ll die after 100 years, 36,500 days

1. Oh, but in the new creation, each day lasts for eternity

2. So you won’t die until 36,500 eternities have passed!

D. Sin is a curse that causes death

1. But in the new creation, there will be no more sin

2. So there will be no more death

3. Because Jesus has conquered death and crushed it for us

VI. And they will build houses and inhabit them. They will also plant vineyards and eat their fruit. They will not build and another inhabit; they will not plant and another eat. For as the days of a tree are the days of my people, and my chosen ones will wear out the work of their hands.

A. Servants build houses and plant vineyards for others

B. But in the new creation, servanthood is finished

1. We will have tasks to accomplish

2. But they will be the things we love to do, and we will enjoy them—no drudgery

3. If anything we make gets worn out, it’ll be by us, not by others

4. And we will outlast the things we make

VII. They will not work in vain nor bear [children] for trouble, for they are the offspring of those blessed by Yahweh and their descendants with them.

A. We have so many worries and troubles now

1. We worry about our children

2. We worry about the consequences of our actions

3. We worry about our lives exploding in our faces, completely apart from anything we’ve done

B. But look inside the tomb

1. Jesus is not there—He is risen!

2. The grave is the end of our worry, not only the destination of those who worry,

3. But the end of worrying

4. Because the grave ends in resurrection

VIII. It shall also happen that before they call, I will answer, and while they are still speaking, I will hear.

A. That’s the secret

B. In God’s new creation, you will have all you need

1. Not because you wanted it badly enough

2. Not because you worked for it

3. But because God will supply it before you even know you want it

C. And the greatest part of that secret is 

IX. The wolf and the lamb will feed together, and the lion will eat straw like the ox, and dust will be the serpent's food. They will do no evil nor harm in all my holy mountain.

A. When sin came into the world, it affected the entire creation

1. Not only did people die

2. But animals began to kill, which they didn’t before the fall

3. The world became a place of pain

B. But in the new creation, God’s order will be restored

C. God will bring you out of the grave and bury death there instead

D. Because He already buried Christ in your place

E. But Christ rose and lives and reigns forever

F. And on the last day, He will give you what you need the most—eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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