Seeing isn’t believing. Believing is seeing! (Christmas Eve)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Isaiah 9:1-7, NIV) Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan-- The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and for ever. The zeal of the LORD Almighty will accomplish this.

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. This year, the world continued to try to figure out Who Jesus is

1. The Da Vinci Code movie was the second-highest grossing film this year

2. Because the world would rather hear conspiracy theories with contrived historical bases instead of the Word of God

3. That just shows the depth of our sin

4. God has a tremendous message of salvation for us that He wrote about for 1500 years

5. But along comes a novelist with not so much as a degree in history, and suddenly we begin to question everything we know to be true

B. Now, I know many of you are saying, “I never believed it. It’s fiction, pure and simple.”

1. Glad to hear it

2. But everyone doubts

a) If not the truth of God’s Word,

b) Then the teaching of His Word

(1) It’s the oldest lie in the Book

(2) “Did God really say?”

(a) Did God really say that the embryo in Mary’s womb was God?

(b) Did God really say that the manger in Bethlehem somehow contained the Creator of the universe?

(c) Did God really say that absolutely nothing I say, do, or think will have anything to do with earning me a spot in heaven?

C. But you see, Christmas is a time for joy

1. The Bethlehem shepherds were just a bit skeptical

2. After the angels told them about the Christ, they had to go see for themselves

3. But God has given you faith without seeing with your own eyes

4. To quote a popular Christmas movie: “Seeing isn’t believing. Believing is seeing!”

a) While the context of that quote was not Jesus, but another popular Christmas figure played by Tim Allen,

b) The quote is no less true

(1) Because only by faith can we see who Jesus really is

(2) Without faith, He’s just a famous person who had some nice things to say and upset the wrong people

(3) But to those who believe in His name, He gives the right to be called sons of God

II. But there shall be no gloom to her who was in anguish. In the former time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali; but in the latter time has he made it glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations.

A. As mystery novels and several documentaries in the past few weeks have tried to piece together the life of Jesus,

B. We find here in our text an embarrassment for the unbelieving world

1. They’re still trying to figure it out

2. Yet Isaiah had it figured out 600 years before the event took place

3. And He wrote it down, and God preserved it to this day so there’d be no doubt

4. No doubt, that is, were it not for sin

C. Mary was living in this region, Galilee, when the Holy Spirit conceived Jesus in her womb

1. It wasn’t exactly a place where you’d look for a king, especially a Jewish king

2. Galilee was a region of Gentiles

3. It wasn’t just backwater country

4. It was impure country

5. It was like living in a racial cesspool—and yes, most of us present are the cesspool they’d be referring to because we’re not pureblood Jews

D. Yet this is the place God chose to combine the deity with humanity

III. The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light: those who lived in the land of the shadow of death, on them has the light shined.

A. When Isaiah spoke these words, the Israelites were in captivity

B. Ironically, they were in captivity in Persia

1. And while they were in Persia, God gave them this promise that they would see a great light

2. And the immediate fulfillment of this prophecy was Cyrus the Great, who released the Jews from captivity

C. 600 years later, men in Persia would again see a great light

1. This time, it was a literal light—the star of Bethlehem

2. And the wise men from Persia came to see the Light of the World

D. But God has shown His light to us as well

1. Because while Cyrus released the Israelites from political captivity,

2. Jesus, the Light of the World, released us from captivity to sin and death

IV. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased their joy: they joy before you according to the joy in harvest, as men rejoice when they divide the spoil. For the yoke of his burden, and the staff of his shoulder, the rod of his oppressor, you have broken as in the day of Midian. For all the armor of the armed man in the tumult, and the garments rolled in blood, shall be for burning, for fuel of fire.

A. The birth of Christ is the announcement that God has indeed kept His promise

B. The words of Isaiah and the other prophets have been fulfilled

1. But Isaiah promised more than just the place of Jesus’ childhood

2. God through Isaiah gave us the promise of the reason for Christ’s coming

a) Jesus came not just to nap in a feeding trough

b) He came to take our place on a cross

c) And He kept that promise as well

d) In the words of Isaiah, (Isaiah 53:4-6) “He certainly has taken upon himself our suffering and carried our sorrows, but we thought that God had wounded him, beat him, and punished him. He was wounded for our rebellious acts. He was crushed for our sins. He was punished so that we could have peace, and we received healing from his wounds. We have all strayed like sheep. Each one of us has turned to go his own way, and the LORD has laid all our sins on him.”

e) Yes, Jesus is the reason for the season,

f) But more specifically, Jesus’ death on the cross and resurrection is the reason for the season

(1) I know—wrong holiday

(2) But the joy in Jesus’ birth is rooted in the joy of His death and resurrection

(3) Because it was Good Friday when our sins were forgiven and Easter when we were assured of eternal life

(4) Good Friday and Easter give Christmas their meaning

V. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be on his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

A. That’s not just a famous baby lying in the manger

B. That’s God

1. And while it seems the most unlikely of places to find the God of all Creation

2. The wonder is not that He did so—with God, all things are possible, even becoming His own creation

3. The wonder is that He was willing to do so for such rebellious sinners as you and me

4. But with God, all things are possible, even forgiving your sin, which is exactly what He did

VI. Of the increase of his government and of peace there shall be no end, on the throne of David, and on his kingdom, to establish it, and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from henceforth even forever. The eagerness of Yahweh of Hosts will perform this.

A. God was eager to do this

1. Eager to give up the riches and glory of heaven to be swaddled on a bed of hay?

2. Yes, because that’s the kind of God He is

a) A loving Father Who makes sacrifices for His children

b) And a loving Brother Who went through death to give you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus.  Amen.

