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God with Us (Christmas Eve)

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Is 7:10-14 ESV) “Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of the LORD your* God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And he* said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.*”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Have you ever been afraid to seek God’s direction because you were afraid of the answer?

1. With God, we tend to take the path of “It’s easier to get forgiveness than permission”

2. Because even if you don’t have the 10 Commandments memorized,

3. Your conscience tells you right and wrong

4. But your conscience is easily ignored,

5. Or we just justify our actions by deciding that the end justifies the means

B. But today is a prime example of why we need to look to God and trust His guidance

1. Because we don’t always understand God’s wisdom

2. Because He’s God, and we’re not

3. Any god you can always understand is a pretty pathetic and downright scary god

4. Yet because of His infinite wisdom, God’s plans always work out for our good

5. Because your good is the reason He made the plans in the first place

6. So as we go through the next few days and the coming year and our lives,

7. Don’t be afraid to look to God for direction

8. He knows exactly what you need for the best possible benefit

II. And moreover, Yahweh has spoken to Ahaz, saying, 

A. So how do you look to God?

1. If you’re King Ahaz of Israel, you listen to your court prophet, Isaiah

2. But if you’re just some guy from 21st Century America, you look to Ahaz’s court prophet, Isaiah

B. In fact, we listen to all God’s spokesmen: prophets, evangelists, and the other Bible writers 

1. God knows that we’re quick to confuse our consciences

2. So He has given us His Word, the Bible, to clarify His message to us

3. Not only what He would have us do and how we’ve fallen short

4. But even more, the message of His love

5. So when we’re afraid to listen to God by hearing His Word, we’re closing our ears to His message of love for us

III. "Ask for you a sign from Yahweh your God.  Make it as deep as Sheol* or as high as to above."

A. When we call on God, we might be tempted to keep our requests small

1. That’s a lacking faith

2. Because we’re either doubting God’s power to provide for us

3. Or we’re doubting His love for us

B. But God loves us and will always provide for us

1. What He provides will often not be what we expect

2. But it will always be what we need

IV. And Ahaz said, "I will not ask and I will not test Yahweh.

A. Doesn’t this sound pious?

1. When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, He said He would not put the Lord to the test

2. So here we have King Ahaz saying, “I’m not going to put the Lord to the test!”

B. But this wasn’t putting God to the test

1. God had a message to give Ahaz

2. But Ahaz didn’t want to hear it

3. So this was Ahaz’s way of saying [cover ears] “LA LA LA I’M NOT LISTENING TO GOD, BUT GOD’S STILL TALKING! LA LA LA!!!”

4. Because Ahaz already had his plans, and he didn’t really care what God thought about them.

V. And he said, "Hear now, House of David, is it small for you to weary men and weary my God?

A. God will send you a message whether you want to hear it or not

B. If you listen to His Word, you’ll hear about how much He loves you

C. If you choose to ignore His Word, He’ll have to use more drastic measures to get your attention

VI. Therefore, the Lord will give (he to you) a sign: Attention!  The young virgin [is/will be] pregnant and you will call his name Immanuel [With us…God].  (Or… Look, young virgin, you'll be pregnant and bear a son, and you will call his name Immanuel.)

A. In Ahaz’s day, this was a sign that God would be with them during the attack of the Assyrian army

1. That a virgin would marry and 9 months later, give birth to a son

2. And God’s presence with His people would be so obvious that she’d name her son, “God is with us.”

B. But the greater fulfillment comes not in God’s protection from Assyria, but in His protection from sin

1. Because 600 years later, Isaiah’s prophecy came true literally

2. A virgin named Mary gave birth while still a virgin

3. And her son will literally be Immanuel: God with us

C. Because Jesus is Immanuel

1. Jesus Christ is God Himself, the same God Who spoke through Isaiah

2. And He came not because we asked God for Him

3. But because He knew we needed Him

D. He didn’t come in a way we’d expect

1. When God comes among His people,

2. You’d expect God on a throne in power and might,

3. Not laying in a feeding trough, too weak to lift His own head

4. Because we were so dependent on God to save us,

5. He made Himself dependent on a couple of us: Mary and Joseph

6. But in so doing, He showed us what lengths He was willing to go to in order to save us and make us His own forever

E. So not only was His coming unexpected, but so was His method of salvation

1. He came with no military or political power

2. In fact, He ran afoul of the military and politically powerful

3. But He did so to give us life

4. The One with authority over all, the King of kings, submitted to the authority of the creatures He created and the government He established

5. And He willingly went to His death on behalf of every one of us

6. And in the most unexpected event of all, He died to give us life by paying for our sin

7. And then, when it couldn’t get any more unexpected, He surprised everyone again by rising to life

8. And because He rose, we will one day rise to eternal life as well

VII. His next coming will be unexpected as well

A. This time, we know what to expect

1. This time, He’ll come in majesty and power

2. And this time, He’ll come to take us home to His new creation

3. Free from sin and death and pain forever,

4. God chose to be with us

5. And He will be with us until He takes us to be with Him forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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