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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: 3rd Article

Message: Who’s a fast runner? Do you think you can run really fast to the back of the church? (Grab ankle) OK, go ahead. We can’t get to God when we’re held down by sin, but Jesus freed us from sin by His death on the cross.

Reality Check

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 8:31-36 ESV) “So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you abide in my word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” They answered him, “We are offspring of Abraham and have never been enslaved to anyone. How is it that you say, ‘You will become free’?” 

Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. The slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Imagine realizing one day that everything you know to be reality turns out to be wrong

1. A professor who studies evolution suddenly realizes that the young earth creationists were right after all

2. An abortion activist suddenly comes to terms with the fact that, yes, that really is a living human being

B. Today, we celebrate Reformation Day

1. It’s a celebration of a similar discovery

2. Martin Luther was a priest and a monk

a) The teachings of the church of his day were all he’d known

b) And he was convinced that God was angry and judgmental,

c) That he could never be good enough

d) And that he couldn’t possibly be saved

3. But then, in his studies of the Bible, he came across a passage he’d never heard before

a) “The righteous shall live by faith.”

b) Yes, we live not by works, but by faith, which is a gift of God

c) And the more he read, the more God revealed His love to Martin

d) It turned his world upside-down

e) So he wanted to share this amazing message of forgiveness with everyone else

f) So he nailed 95 topics of discussion, or theses, to the door of the Wittenburg church

g) And here we are today, celebrating the truth of God’s love

II. Therefore Jesus was saying to the Jews who were believing in Him, “If you remain in my Word, you are truly my disciples;

A. What does it mean to remain in Jesus’ Word?

1. Simply to believe what He says,

2. To believe He is Whom He claims to be (God)

3. And to believe that He accomplished what He came to accomplish (Your salvation)

B. And faith alone makes you His disciples, His followers

1. That’s why you can’t say, “You did that?! How can you call yourself a Christian?!”

2. Because it’s not your works that define you as Christians

3. All Christians have two things in common

4. One is faith in Jesus Christ

5. But the other is that you, like everyone else, are sinners and constantly fall short of God’s glory

6. Your good lives don’t make you Christians

7. Your God-given faith does

III. and you will know the truth and the truth will free you.”

A. That salvation through faith alone is the truth that frees you

1. You are no longer a slave to God’s Law

2. Jesus has freed you from those shackles

3. He has forgiven your sin completely, what you’ve done and what you will do

4. Absolutely nothing you could do will change what God has already done for you

B. So you are free to live not under the Law, but under the Gospel

1. That changes the reason we do what we do

2. We attend church not because we should, but because God shows us His love here

3. We love our neighbor not because it’s the right thing to do, but because they are people Jesus died for

4. We love God because He first loved us and gave up His Son for us—you don’t get more lovable that

IV. They answered Him, “We are the seed of Abraham and never yet have been slaves to no one; how do you say, ‘You shall become free’?”

A. Even though they believed in Jesus, they still couldn’t see

B. What a foolish question!

1. “We’ve never been slaves to anyone?!”

2. Except Egypt…and Assyria…and Babylonia…Persia…Alexander…the Ptolomies…The Syrians…and of course Rome

C. But they totally missed the point

1. Jesus wasn’t talking about political enslavement

2. He was talking about a much worse slavery—slavery to sin

D. But that’s why they didn’t get it

1. They thought they were already saved from sin

2. They were the descendents of Abraham

3. They believed that Abraham’s blood in their veins would give them access to heaven

4. But it’s not Abraham’s blood that saves

5. It’s the blood of Christ alone that saves from sin

6. And the faith of Abraham in that same Christ that saves

V. Jesus answered them, ”Amen Amen I say to you that all who do sin are slaves of sin.

A. Notice here that Jesus ignores the stupid response and cuts to the point

1. When dealing with sin, getting distracted by side issues misses the point

2. The problem is sin, and sin must be dealt with

3. Because once sin is confronted, it can be confessed and forgiven

B. Even so, this response likely stopped some ears

1. Many of them considered themselves above sin

2. Who wants to hear that you need someone else to save you?

3. And God’s Word is a stumbling block to many people today

a) People who think they’ve been good enough to earn heaven

b) Or people who think they can contribute to their eternal state in some way

c) Or people who don’t believe God can forgive all sin, no matter how bad

d) As if the blood of the Son of God were weaker than the sins of finite human beings

e) Unquestionably, everyone is capable of horrible sin and rebellion against God

f) But even more sure is the reality that God is even greater than our sin

g) And that to limit God’s forgiveness is to limit God

h) But with God, all things are possible, even forgiving you
VI. But the slave does not remain in the house forever; the son remains forever.

A. If you want to be a slave to sin, you are free to do that

B. If you’d rather try to earn your way into God’s family and home, you’re welcome to try

1. It’s just like when you earned the right to be a part of your earthly family

2. How much did you pay to be called a son or daughter of your parents? Or what did you do to earn the right to be a member of your family?

3. Most likely, you did absolutely nothing

C. And so it is with God’s family

1. You can’t earn your place there

2. God adopted you by His grace—totally undeserved love

3. And He paid the price by sacrificing His Son on the cross on your behalf

VII. Therefore, if the Son will free you, you will really be free.”

A. And that’s exactly what He has done for you

1. He set you free by taking on the shackles of your slavery

2. He set you free by being whipped for your laziness and insolence

3. He set you free by taking your place so God would declare you His son instead

B. And by His resurrection, you are really free

1. Free not just from sin

2. But from death

3. By Jesus’ resurrection that Sunday morning,

4. He unlocked the shackles of death and hell

5. And He unlocked the gate to eternal life in the new creation

C. And that is the truth that makes you free in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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