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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Prayer

Message: What is prayer? How does God answer prayer? Why does God answer prayer? †

Clear as Mud

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 16:23-33 ESV) “In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the Father in my name, he will give it to you. Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may be full. 

“I have said these things to you in figures of speech. The hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in figures of speech but will tell you plainly about the Father. In that day you will ask in my name, and I do not say to you that I will ask the Father on your behalf; for the Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and have believed that I came from God.* I came from the Father and have come into the world, and now I am leaving the world and going to the Father.” 

His disciples said, “Ah, now you are speaking plainly and not using figurative speech! Now we know that you know all things and do not need anyone to question you; this is why we believe that you came from God.” Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? Behold, the hour is coming, indeed it has come, when you will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with me. I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the world.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Some parts of the Bible are difficult to understand, no question about it

1. For one, it was written by people halfway around the world 2000-3400 years ago

2. But even more so, it’s difficult to understand because it contains the wisdom of God Himself

3. And much of that wisdom is not only greater, but also contrary to our thinking

B. But that you have trouble understanding should be no big surprise

1. Even the disciples themselves had a hard time understanding

2. And they had Jesus right there with them

3. But God is patient with us and provides explanations to those things we don’t understand but would be benefited in understanding

4. As Jesus explains to His disciples

II. "And in that day, you will not ask Me nothing. Amen, amen I say to you, if you ask the Father anything in My name, He will give to you.

A. It’s important that we not misunderstand Jesus’ words here

1. Some have taken this to mean that God is our genie,

a) and if you pray the right way or with enough faith,

b) God will give you anything you ask for 

2. But thank God that that’s not true

a) Think of the things you’ve asked for that turned out to be bad for you

b) Like the song says, “Thank-God for unanswered prayers.”

c) Although God always answers prayers—just not always the way we want or expect

B. So what then is Jesus saying here?

1. If you’re asking God something in Jesus’ name, you’re asking in faith

a) And faith never makes demands for things God hasn’t promised

b) You can ask for certain things and expect a “Yes” from God

(1) If you ask for those things God has promised, you’ll get them

(2) Forgiveness of sins—ask, and you shall receive

(3) Stronger faith through God’s Word and Sacraments—it’s yours

(4) God’s presence with you always

(5) And lasting peace

(6) Even eternal life—could you possibly ask for better?

c) But the rest, God answers according to His perfect will

(1) He knows what’s best for you

(2) So like a child who hears “No” to candy before dinner, prepare to be disappointed in God’s responses sometimes,

(3) But know that God’s “No” is actually, “No, I have something better for you.”

III. "Until now, you haven't asked for anything in My name. Ask, and you will receive so that your joy be filled.

A. When we pray to God, we pray in Jesus’ name

1. What does that mean?

2. It’s Jesus’ seal of approval on our letter to God

3. It’s a top priority message

4. We don’t deserve to have an audience with God

5. And yet, Jesus stands by us and says to the Father, “Listen up! This is important!”

B. So whenever a Christian prays, the prayer is inherently in Jesus’ name

1. Yet we often say that at the end of a prayer

2. As a reminder to God why He should listen to us—as if He needed one

3. But also as a reminder to us how we know God will hear our prayers

4. Because He has promised to in Jesus’ name.

IV. These things in parables I have spoken to you; an hour is coming when I will no longer speak to you in parables, but will tell you plainly of the Father.

A. The disciples spent most of their time with Jesus saying, “Huh?”

B. Or else they would say or do something that showed that they had no idea what He was talking about

C. And yet, at Pentecost, all of the pieces fell into place

1. Not because they made some intellectual breakthrough,

2. But because God sent His Holy Spirit to them to reveal His truth

3. And on the last day, all will be revealed in its entirety

V. "In that day, you will ask in My Name, and I don't say to you that I will ask the Father for you, for the Father Himself loves you, since you love Me and have believed that I came forth from God.

A. Jesus stands before the Father as our Mediator

1. He asks God to listen to us on His behalf

2. Because He paid for our sin on the cross and gave us the right to be called sons of God

B. But at this point, that part is an easy job

1. The hard part was accomplished by bearing our sins on the cross

2. Now, He asks God to forgive us and love us

3. If God didn’t love us, He wouldn’t have sent Jesus in the first place!

VI. "I came forth from the Father and have come into the cosmos; I am leaving the cosmos again and going to the Father."

A. Jesus came into the “cosmos,” God’s creation, by becoming God’s creation

B. He did so for us, to be our substitute and pay for our sin

C. But then He returned to heaven,

D. But He retained His humanity and does so to this day

E. He even bears the scars from His 

VII. His disciples said, "Look, now in openness You speak, and you speak no parables. Now we know that You know all and have no need that anyone question. By this we believe that from God you came forth."

A. The disciples thought they knew what Jesus meant

B. And they did—in part

1. They had much to learn

2. As do we

3. But they knew that Jesus was the One come from God to save us

4. As do we

VIII. Jesus answered them saying, "Just now you believe? Look, an hour is coming and has come that you are scattered, each on his own, yet I am not alone, because the Father is with Me.

A. Of course, this is what happens when faith is weak or understanding is limited or erring

1. When Jesus died, the disciples scattered

2. They didn’t understand that Jesus had already won the victory over sin, death, and the devil

3. Not until the resurrection when they saw Him risen from the dead

B. But even though we scatter and abandon Jesus,

1. Just as God is always with Him,

2. He is always with us

IX. These things I have spoken to you that in Me you may have peace. In the cosmos, you will have stress, but have courage—I have overcome the cosmos.

A. We don’t always understand everything Jesus says

B. But we know that He has the words of eternal life

C. And He has given them to us

1. The Word that He has overcome the obstacles keeping us from God

2. And the Word that He has forgiven our sin

3. And the Word that no matter what stress comes our way, He is with us forever to give us the victory in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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