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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Trinity

Message: How many Gods are there?(1) How many persons is He? (3) What does the Father do for you? The Son? The Holy Spirit?

Who Can’t See

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 8:48-59 ESV) “The Jews answered him, “Are we not right in saying that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?” Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon, but I honor my Father, and you dishonor me. Yet I do not seek my own glory; there is One who seeks it, and he is the judge. Truly, truly, I say to you, if anyone keeps my word, he will never see death.” The Jews said to him, “Now we know that you have a demon! Abraham died, as did the prophets, yet you say, ‘If anyone keeps my word, he will never taste death.’ Are you greater than our father Abraham, who died? And the prophets died! Who do you make yourself out to be?” Jesus answered, “If I glorify myself, my glory is nothing. It is my Father who glorifies me, of whom you say, ‘He is our God.’* But you have not known him. I know him. If I were to say that I do not know him, I would be a liar like you, but I do know him and I keep his word. Your father Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day. He saw it and was glad.” So the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?”* Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, before Abraham was, I am.” So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Christians are sometimes accused of having “blind faith”

1. That we believe what the Bible says just because that’s what we’re told

2. Generally, it’s assumed that we believe because that’s what our parents believed

B. There may be some truth to that, but hopefully not too much

1. We believe what God’s Word says

2. But not without reason

3. God has proven that the Bible is His Word in many ways

4. It provides more witnesses to the historical events described than most historical events we know of from its time

5. The archaeological evidence has yet to contradict a single event that it depicts

6. And most of the events have been proven by archaeology

7. Not to mention the countless prophecies that have been fulfilled with 100% accuracy

8. We believe what the Bible says because God has proven that it’s His Word

9. And many men have tried to disprove it and ended up becoming Christians in the process

C. Because when talking about the Word of God,

1. Blind faith is an oxymoron

2. The blind are not those who truly see Jesus for Who He is, the saving Son of God,

3. But rather, those who refuse to see Him regardless of the overwhelming evidence to the contrary

4. None are so blind as those who refuse to open their eyes

5. And we see a perfect example in today’s text

II. The Jews answered and said to Him, "Do we not rightly say that you are a Samaritan and have a demon?" Jesus answered, "I don't have a demon, but I honor My Father, but you dishonor Me."

A. Jesus was born in Bethlehem, of Davidic descent, and of Galilean upbringing

1. What did they mean by calling Jesus a Samaritan?

a) Remember that the Jews hated the Samaritans

b) Samaritans were half-breeds

c) They were seen as pretenders, not true Jews

2. Yet note that Jesus doesn’t point out the obvious fact of His Israelite heritage

a) Because Jesus isn’t afraid to be identified with those Samaritan “sinners”

b) In fact, He came specifically to be identified with the worst of sinners

c) He’s not afraid to be lumped in with Samaritans

d) He’s even willing to be lumped in with you!

e) Mark Twain once said, “I’d never join a club that would have me as a member.”

f) Jesus had no such dignity—He’s willing to count the lowest of the low as His brothers

B. Yet here is Jesus, the Messiah

1. He is God in the flesh

2. And these who have been trained by God’s Word to recognize Him,

3. These throw accusations at Him instead

4. So He points out their hypocrisy

a) They claim to be the faithful

b) Yet by attacking Jesus, they attack the One Who sent Him

c) They’re telling God, “This Messiah isn’t good enough—we want someone else.”

III. "But I do not seek My glory—there is One Who seeks and judges."

A. They were looking for a king to come and judge Israel as a military leader

B. But Jesus didn’t come to judge the world

C. He came to save it

D. Consequently, He didn’t seek His own glory

1. Because if Jesus sought His own glory,

2. That would defeat His whole purpose in coming

3. Because He came to suffer, not to be glorified

E. But in contrast, God judges sin

1. He doesn’t judge our sin because Jesus paid for our sin on the cross

2. But if you cling to your sin instead of the cross, God will judge you for your sin

3. In other words, it’s a question of which you’d rather have

a) A complete list of your works, including all of your sin,

b) Or the works of Jesus on your behalf?

IV. "Amen, amen I say to you, if anyone keeps My Word, he will never see death." The Jews said to Him, "Now we know that you have a demon. Abraham died, also the prophets, and You say, 'If anyone keeps my Word, he will never taste death.'"

A. Here’s a claim for you

1. If you keep Jesus’ Word,

2. That is, if you believe He is Whom He claimed to be,

3. You will never see death

B. Those to Whom He was speaking didn’t have that faith

C. But He says those same words of comfort to you who see Him as He is

1. And He says to you: “You will avoid death.”

2. While your soul may be separated from your body for a while,

3. You will live forever with Jesus

4. And on the final resurrection, you will see Him

5. You will see Him with your own eyes

V. "You aren't greater than our father Abraham, who died, [are you]? The prophets died, too. Whom do you make yourself to be?" Jesus answered, "If I glorify Myself, My glory is nothing. It is My Father Who glorifies Me of Whom you say that He is our God."

A. Jesus didn’t come for glory

1. Satan offered Him glory

2. He turned it down

3. Jesus knows Who He is, so He has nothing to prove to anyone

4. So their opinion of Him didn’t really matter

B. In fact, He came to be rejected

1. When Jesus became one of us,

2. He set His glory aside

3. So He could suffer for us

4. Otherwise, His coming would’ve been in vain

5. But they couldn’t see that

C. You see, had Jesus not come to be rejected, we’d have no reason to glorify Him

1. God has given us countless gifts

2. But more than anything else, we glorify Him because He didn’t come for glory

3. You see?

4. Confused?

5. We praise and thank Jesus not because of His power and might

a) Yes, He is amazing as the all-powerful God

b) But His power does us no good in and of itself

c) Were we still in our sin, His power would be terrible!

6. Rather, we praise Him for His love

a) Because in spite of His great holiness and power,

b) He still loved us enough to die for us

VI. "And you have not known Him, but I know Him, and if I say that I do not know Him, then I will be like you, a liar, but I know Him and keep His Word."

A. How ironic that Jesus, the Word of God in the flesh, is accused of lying

B. When actually, were they able to see Him,

C. His opponents would realize that they are the ones lying

D. Because Jesus is the truth by which all other truths are judged

VII. "Your father Abraham rejoiced at seeing My day, and He saw and was glad." Therefore the Jews said to Him, "You are not yet fifty years old, and you've seen Abraham?"

A. They claim to be “children of Abraham,”

1. But Abraham looked to Jesus’ coming,

2. And in heaven, he was privy to the Incarnation

3. Abraham believed in Jesus

4. But they wouldn’t believe

B. But Jesus makes it clear

1. He claims His divinity

2. I’ve heard people tell me, “Jesus never claimed to be God.”

3. Well, here’s the proof that they’re wrong

4. Jesus claims to be known by Abraham

5. And then He makes an even greater claim, just for clarity:

VIII. Jesus said to them, "Amen, Amen I say to you, before Abraham was, I Am."

A. First off, Jesus says He existed before Abraham

1. That’s true

2. The Son of God has existed before eternity

3. But He didn’t say, “Before Abraham was, I was.”

B. He said, “I Am.”

1. This was the name of God as revealed in the Old Testament

2. When Moses said, “Whom should I say sent me,” the voice from the burning bush, the voice of God, said, “Tell them that ‘I am’ sent you.”

3. Here, Jesus identifies Himself as the One Who sent Moses to free Israel

4. And He freed not only the Israelites from Egypt

5. He freed us from our sin

a) Even when we fail to see Him as He is

b) Even when we think He can’t take care of our problems

c) Even when we try to set Him aside because He doesn’t fit with what we want to say or do right now,

d) He still loves us

e) And it’s for that faithlessness and sin that He died to forgive

IX. Therefore they picked up stones to throw at Him, but Jesus concealed Himself and went out of the temple.

A. They couldn’t see Jesus by faith

B. So He concealed Himself from their eyes as well

C. But by His Word, He has revealed Himself to you

1. That you may know His great love

2. That you may know that you are forgiven

3. That you may see eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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