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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Does anyone know what “wisdom” is? It’s the ability to make good decisions. Running out into the middle of a busy street isn’t very wise. What else is not wise?

Message: Jesus made a great decision. He decided to die on the cross to take away our sins. He decided He wants us to live forever with Him.

Can you see Jesus?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 9:35-41 ESV) “Jesus heard that they had cast him out, and having found him he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”* He answered, “And who is he, sir, that I may believe in him?” Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and it is he who is speaking to you.” He said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. Jesus said, “For judgment I came into this world, that those who do not see may see, and those who see may become blind.” Some of the Pharisees near him heard these things, and said to him, “Are we also blind?” Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would have no guilt;* but now that you say, ‘We see,’ your guilt remains.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Studies done

1. People wear prism glasses

2. distorts vision

3. Makes straight lines look curved

4. Sharp outlines fringed w/ color

5. Few days: brain sorts out mixed signals

6. Everything appears normal

B. Amazing ability

1. See reality even when been distorted

2. Eyes see truth

3. Sadly, brain not adjust as well 2 spiritual

4. tends 2 work opposite

5. see straight & narrow

6. looks curved

a) (Gay couples in church directory)

b) Syncretism: all roads

c) Don’t want to offend

d) Offend God

e) Hide Way of salvation

II. Lots of different people in text

A. First, blind man

1. Born blind

2. Dependent on others

3. Heard about Jesus

4. Couldn’t see w/ eyes

5. saw w/ faith

6. knew only the Christ could save

7. Didn’t recognize Jesus w/ eyes

8. w/ faith

B. Pharisees

1. Could see miracle

2. Couldn’t see Jesus as God

3. Like Dwarves in The Last Battle: 

a) Couldn’t see door to heaven

b) Couldn’t see past selves

c) Couldn’t see point of Jesus

4. Left blind

C. People

1. Amazed & confused

2. Could see Jesus w/ eyes

3. Couldn’t understand

4. needed someone to explain

5. willing to listen

D. Us

1. Like blind man

a) Born spiritually blind

b) Dependent on HS working through Means/Grace

c) HS: see w/ faith

d) Recognize only Savior

2. Like Pharisees

a) Often can’t see past selves

(1) Doubt: don’t trust for help

(a) Make prayer a last resort

(b) Bible reading: God’s wisdom

(2) Set personal interests 1st
(a) Too busy to help neighbor or visit

(b) 85% county not know †: haven’t told them

(3) Unwilling to confess sin

(a) Rather justify sin than confess

(i) Argument w/ spouse—realize wrong

(ii) Gossip: “Public knowledge anyway”

(iii) Self-righteous indignation

3. Like People

a) New Book: God's Problem: How the Bible Fails to Answer Our Most Important Question--Why We Suffer
b) Bible answers: He’s our Father

c) Don’t read Bible; don’t know

d) Or read w/ personal vendetta

e) Read, study, hear explanation

f) Find answers

III. More important: how does God see you?

A. Not blind to needs

1. Saw sinner

2. Saw need 4 redemption

3. Why sent Jesus

B. Doesn’t see your sin

1. Saw your sin @ †

2. Destroyed it

3. looks @ you, only sees Jesus

4. likes what He sees

5. Saw 2 eternal life 4 you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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