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Children’s Sermon

Object: How did you get into this building today? Through the wall? Through the window?

Message: So if you want to live forever with Jesus, where's the door? Jesus is the door: by faith (believing) in Him that He died for our sins, we can be together with Him forever. Is there any other way? No, Jesus is the way.

The Shepherd’s Voice

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: ““Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs in by another way, that man is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, for they know his voice. A stranger they will not follow, but they will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of strangers.” This figure of speech Jesus used with them, but they did not understand what he was saying to them. 

So Jesus again said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All who came before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved and will go in and out and find pasture. The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it abundantly.”

(John 10:1-10 ESV)

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Today talking about sheep

1. pen/sheepfold

2. different flocks together

3. gatekeeper guard door

4. morning: each shepherd call sheep

5. sheep/that shepherd would come

6. sheep knew whom belonged to

II. Who is your shepherd?

A. Hope all saying, “Jesus”

B. Often not

1. Calls to follow 

2. we not smart as sheep 

3. “The ox knows its owner, and the donkey its master’s crib, but Israel does not know, my people do not understand.” (Is 1:3 ESV)

4. Sheep know master’s voice

5. We have hard time

a) Sinful ears: Jesus & Satan sound similar

(1) Sometimes trouble telling difference

(2) Think following J

(3) Really led astray

b) Very different message

(1) Devil: handful of hay

(2) Jesus: Green pastures (all you can eat)

(3) Devil: cup/cool water

(4) Jesus: water: never thirst again

c) We like “quick fix” of devil

(1) Smooth path to hell

(2) Rough path to heaven

(3) We like smooth

(4) Another “hit” easier than rehab

(5) When someone getting badmouthed, easier go along than against flow

III. Do you know His voice?

A. Sometimes, voice says

1. Want be good Xn?

2. Do this, this, that

a) Pray before meals & bed

b) Xtra credit if pray after meal

c) Hypocrisy

d) Present self as perfect

e) Not say perfect, but hide sins

f) Want to look good

g) Look like good Xns

B. Sometimes, voice says

1. Can’t all get along?

a) Told this week that RC church no longer rejects Luther’s teachings

b) But haven’t changed own teachings

c) Differ on “Hot button issues”

(1) Abortion

(2) Homosexality

(3) Creation/Evolution

d) Told those are “political issues”

e) But in politics, they’re “religious issues”

f) Then definite religious issues

(1) Word/God

(2) Presence/X in sacrament

2. Like to set aside all that

a) Focus on how same

(1) Very true

(2) Much to celebrate among fellow bros/sis in Christendom

b) Can’t ignore diff’s

(1) How we grow

(2) Nobody likes/argue

(3) Too many martyrs to not take stand 4 truth

(4) Ignore=hypocrisy

3. Jesus didn’t tolerate falsehood

a) Dealt w/ error gently as possible

b) Put Pharisees in place

4. Universalism not X’s voice

C. Voice to listen for:

1. Doesn’t tell what 2do

2. Tells what done 4u

3. Doesn’t say, “All roads lead…”

4. Says, “I am way, truth, life…”

5. Only by † get to God’s pen

6. There, keeps safe

7. Until calls out of grave to greenest pastures

8. Res’n & eternal life

IV. Even though not always follow

A. His sheep nonetheless

B. Made us His own/Baptism

C. Called by name like Father called J @ His Bapt

D. “You are my beloved Son.”

E. You may not always recognize His voice

F. He knows every hair

G. Has plan for you

H. Eternity w/ Him iJN, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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