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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Res’n

Message: Why did J die on †? How do we know He rose again? (Word/God)

What You Want to See

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (John 20:24-31 ESV)

“Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never believe.” 

Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Last week, someone asked, “How do we know Bible is Word/God?”

1. How know someone didn’t just come up w/?

2. Lot/archeological evidence

3. No discovery ever contradicted historical events

4. Most arguments against = arguments from silence

a) Reign/David not mentioned anywhere else (that we’ve discovered)

b) Few sources mention Jesus

B. Answered w/ Psalm 22

1. Asked, “Who talking about?”

2. Read a while, “Talking/Jesus”

a) Pierced hands & feet

b) Mock: “He trusts the Lord; let the Lord deliver…”

c) Cast lots 4 clothes & divide garments among them

3. I’ve shown 2 many people, often unchurched, & w/ little knowledge/Bible

4. Most think talking/Jesus

5. Then hear written 1000 B.C.

6. How? Word/God

II. Discussing w/ atheist friends

A. Came up w/ all kinds/other explanations

1. Considered all possibilities

2. None plausible if really understand Bible & history

B. Still couldn’t see Jesus

1. More 2 point: refused 2 see J

2. Couldn’t allow selves 2 see J there

3. If did, would have 2 throw away entire worldview & start/scratch

III. Just like Thomas

A. Had seen J die

B. Saw how badly beaten: wonder J survived 2 crucifixion

C. Saw nails hammered into arms & feet

D. Knew he’d fled & stood @ distance

E. Was afraid of being connected w/ J

F. Knew didn’t deserve 2B

G. When spear -> coagulated blood, knew J dead w/o doubt

H. Saw w/ own eyes

IV. When reports/res’n came, couldn’t possibly believe

A. Must be some explanation

1. 10 eyewitnesses + women

2. Heard/eating fish & honeycomb

3. Heard they saw wounds

4. Could be any #/explanations

a) Wishful thinking

b) Horrible cruel joke

c) Mass hallucination

d) Someone disguised

5. Prophecies didn’t matter

a) J’s prediction: Son/Man delivered into hands/sinful men, †, raised

b) Many OT prophecies

B. Then Word/God in flesh, JC, appeared 2 Thomas

1. Showed wounds from †

2. Those wounds paid 4 Thomas’ sinful doubt

3. Wounds that paid 4 your sin & mine

4. & gave Thomas faith

C. HS gives faith through Word

1. Points us to † where sin paid 4 by JC

2. Points us to empty tomb where given promise/eternal life

3. Keeps us in faith 2 eternal life

V. Will always be doubt until J comes to dispel 1ce & 4 all

A. You’ll sometimes experience b/c still sinner

B. Many others will live in doubt & challenge you

1. Don’t be duped by baseless arguments

2. But don’t be duped by temptation, either

a) Don’t just dismiss those w/o faith

b) They need 2 C J just like Thomas did

c) Show them J’s unconditional love

d) Pray 4 them

e) Point them 2 truth/Word

C. But no matter what happens, know J is Risen

1. Died 4 ur sin on †

2. Rose to pave way 4 U

3. 1 day, no more doubt

4. Will see Him face 2 face

5. He will keep you in His hand until that day iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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