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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Theology of the Cross

Message: What does fire do? Doe sit make things better or worse? It hurts some things, like buildings, but it makes hot dogs taste better. Sometimes, we suffer, and it kind-of seems like we’re on fire, not that we’re burning, but our feelings are hurt. But Jesus went through the worst fire for us—He suffered as bad as being in hell when He was on the cross. He did that to make us better so we can live forever with Him.

Divided...Rightly

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 12:49-53 ESV) ““I came to cast fire on the earth, and would that it were already kindled! I have a baptism to be baptized with, and how great is my distress until it is accomplished! Do you think that I have come to give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division. For from now on in one house there will be five divided, three against two and two against three. They will be divided, father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction
A. In a movie I watched recently, one character says to his young protégé, “The time is coming when you will have to choose between what is easy and what is right.”

B. Isn’t that a pretty good description of life?

1. Generally, when we have to make a difficult decision, it’s difficult because the right decision is not the easy path

2. So we find ourselves struggling between the two

B. Jesus knew His path

1. He never wavered from it

2. He never even considered choosing the easy path

3. But that didn’t make it any easier for Him

4. In fact, it was the most difficult path any man has ever chosen

II. “I have come to throw fire into the land and what do I desire if it has already been kindled?
A. To understand what Jesus means here, it’s important to understand what’s going on with Him

5. This text is part of what’s called the “travel narrative”

6. Frankly, that’s a pretty tame title

7. His travelling was on the way to Jerusalem

8. He was going there to be tortured, abandoned by God, and executed

B. You see, we have different pictures in our heads when you say, “Jesus”

9. Maybe it’s the serene image like the one on our altar

10. Or maybe you prefer the “Jesus and the Children” picture

11. Or the face shot with the slightly wind-blown hair and big smile that looks like a friend you were just playing volleyball with

C. And with those image come phrases

1. Prince of Peace

2. Let the little children come to Me

3. What a friend we have in Jesus

D. But if anything, it’s usually those opposed to Christianity who look at Jesus as a source of division

1. Yet this is another side of Jesus

2. And a very accurate one at that

E. The fire that He speaks of here is the fire of destruction caused by His coming

1. Because while Jesus came to bring us forgiveness and eternal life,

2. That gift can cause a lot of pain, too

3. Because faith in Jesus Christ will most assuredly bring you hardship, frustration, and ridicule

a) No matter how much you hear that Christians are the majority,

b) You wouldn’t know it by anything the world produces, whether TV, movies, magazines, or the Internet

c) Yes, there are more Christians that any other religion

d) But we still only amount to 1/3 of the world, so 2/3 are not Christian

e) And every Christian in the world occasionally gets confused, misspeaks, or acts contrary to the Bible’s teachings

III. “But I have a baptism to be baptized and how I’m stressed until it is finished.
A. Jesus had a horrible path to walk

4. He was on His way to die

5. But He would also rise again

F. And by His death, we also die and rise

1. By His baptism of fire,

2. Our Baptism of water kills us and raises us to new life

3. By our Baptism, we are God’s new creation, no longer the property of the devil

4. And by our death to sin, we have risen again to conquer death just as Jesus did

IV. Do you think that I came to give peace in the land? No, I tell you, but division.
A. This isn’t the touchy-feely “Why can’t we all get along” Jesus

B. In fact, this text underscores much of the problem with the modern ecumenical movement

5. Churches merge or have joint services to celebrate their unity

6. But they usually do so by ignoring their division

7. And while we can’t be snobs about our beliefs and turn our nose up at those “other” Christians,

8. Problems don’t usually get solved by ignoring them

9. By pretending to have unity where there is division,

10. You abandon hope of ever having true unity

11. And everyone ignores the doctrinal elephant in the room

G. We are also told that we need to rightly divide Scripture

1. And in fact, this is the key to understanding God’s Word

2. Most false teachings come from not rightly dividing Law and Gospel

a) People try to somehow save themselves with the Law, when the Law only accuses

b) Or they try to force the Gospel, when the Gospel can only be given as a gift

V. “For from now on, five in a house will be divided, three against two and two against three.
A. This is the reality of the truth and probably the most difficult decision anyone ever has to make

B. Choosing between family and the truth

C. And usually, we opt for family

H. That, my friends, is idolatry

VI. They will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law.
A. This is one of those texts where, when done reading it, I feel like saying, “This is the Gospel of the Lord?!”

B. But the good news here is that, while Jesus came to bring division,

C. Jesus made the right decision for us

D. He chose the difficult path on our behalf

E. He did what needed to be done for us

F. Completely apart from what we deserve, Jesus loved us and saved us

G. He allowed Himself to be destroyed so that we be restored to God

H. And by His suffering, He sets us free to know the unity that God alone gives

a) Unity with God

b) And unity with each other in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Page 4 of 4
Page 3 of 4

