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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is “temptation”? (Lead me not into…) Have you ever been tempted?

Message: We are tempted all the time, and we often fail, but God still loves us. He forgives us because He sent Jesus to pay for our failures on the cross.
Fallen and Risen

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 22:31-34 ESV) “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned again, strengthen your brothers.” Peter said to him, “Lord, I am ready to go with you both to prison and to death.” Jesus said, “I tell you, Peter, the rooster will not crow this day, until you deny three times that you know me.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. I’m sure you can all remember where you were on September 11, 2001 when you heard about the attack on the World Trade Center

1. What I remember most about that day was fear for my children

2. I wanted to go get them from school and bring them home

3. And I had to keep telling myself that Earlville Elementary School was not a primary terrorist target

B. But what became very clear was the true meaning of fear

1. Because if you really want to get to someone

2. Go after the people they love

C. The devil knows that—he’s been around for a while

1. And the devil hates God

2. So he knows that, especially since he can’t hurt or defeat God,

3. He can go for the ones God cares about the most

4. That’s you and me

II. "Simon, Simon, Hey, Satan has requested to sift you like wheat."

A. Satan hates God

1. So he will stop at nothing to take you away from God

2. And he will do whatever it takes to do that

a) If that means giving you comfort so you don’t feel like you need God, he’ll pamper you

b) If it means damaging your reputation, he’ll threaten you with that

c) He’s been watching you and knows your weaknesses

3. Because Satan knows that he’s already been defeated

a) So he wants to spite God by dragging as many of you as he can to hell with him

b) Because he knows that nothing upsets God more than losing one of you

c) He attacked Simon Peter and the other disciples

d) And He will go after you just as much

B. Parents, grandparents, and sponsors, Satan hates you

1. He hates you because you belong to God

2. And Satan hates God because God loves you more than him

C. And so Satan will do whatever he can to get to you, including going after your children

1. I’m not telling you this to scare you,

2. But just as parents tell their children not to talk to strangers and how to dial 911,

3. I want you to know how to protect your children from the devil

III. But I have prayed about you that your faith not fail, and you, when you have turned, establish your brothers.

A. When Jesus said, “Satan has requested to sift you like wheat,” the “you” there is plural

1. In other words, to sift all of the disciples, to separate the wheat from the chaff

2. And that includes all of you as well

B. And Jesus prays for them and for you that you succeed over those attacks

C. But notice what Jesus says next, “when you have turned, establish your brothers”

1. The word “turned” is used in the Bible to refer to turning from sin

2. In other words, Jesus is saying, “I know you’re going to fall into sin.”

3. But He also knows Peter will turn away from that sin in repentance

D. God knows that you will all give in to the devil’s temptations

1. But He keeps on loving you

2. And He keeps on caring for you and protecting you from those attacks

a) He does that by repeatedly forgiving your sin

b) And He equips you with the training and tools you need to fight off those attacks

E. And by being forgiven, you can establish your brothers (cause them to stand)

1. Having been forgiven by God,

2. You can tell others of His amazing love and strengthen them

3. Because you can tell them how He has forgiven you and will forgive them as well

IV. But he said to Him, "Lord, with you I am ready to go, both to prison and to death."

A. On Confirmation day, you’re probably feeling pretty good about yourself

1. You’ve learned the basics of the Christian faith

2. You’ve learned how to use the weapons that God has given you to fight off the devil—the Word and Sacraments

B. But if you don’t use those weapons, knowing how to use them is of no value

1. That goes not just for the three sitting up front here

2. It applies to everyone here

C. Peter felt prepared

1. He thought he was ready to face anything

2. He’d been with Jesus for three years, learning from Jesus Himself

V. But He said, "I say to you, Peter, the rooster will not crow today until three times you will deny knowing Me."

A. And that’s exactly what happened

B. And we’ve all done the same thing

1. Maybe you haven’t denied knowing Jesus with your words,

2. But how many times have you hidden Jesus from your life?

3. And how many times have you pushed Him out?

C. And yet, just like Peter, He has forgiven you and kept you His own

1. More than that, He gives you His Word not only to fight off the devil, but to reassure you of His Love and strengthen your faith

2. He has made you His own through Holy Baptism

3. And He gives you the same Body and Blood that were given and shed for you on the cross as proof of your forgiveness

D. And as you continue in His Word, growing in faith and knowledge of your Savior,

1. Even though the devil will continue to attack you,

2. Not only do you have the tools to fend Him off,

3. But you also have the Lord Himself fighting by your side

4. Jesus already allowed the devil to beat Him down in your place

5. And when you fall, He’s always there to pick you up, forgive your sin, and give you a fresh start

6. And through that same Word, He will keep you His own and strengthen you until you meet Him face to face and live forever with Him. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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