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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Justification

Message: In today’s Gospel lesson, a man asked Jesus, “What to I have to do to inherit eternal life?” †

It’s not helping others

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Luke 10:25-37 ESV) “And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” He said to him, “What is written in the Law? How do you read it?” And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” And he said to him, “You have answered correctly; do this, and you will live.” 

But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half dead. Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him he passed by on the other side. So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. But a Samaritan, as he journeyed, came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. He went to him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. And the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’ Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell among the robbers?” He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said to him, “You go, and do likewise.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. The parable of the Good Samaritan is one of the most popular stories in the Bible

1. It’s well-known by almost everyone, including non-Christians

2. It’s become part of our culture, with legislation called “Good Samaritan” laws

B. But it’s also one of the most misunderstood parables

1. Most people assume it’s all about helping others

2. But I will contend that, while it certainly encourages such behavior,

3. Contrary to most people’s understanding of it,

4. That is not the main point of this parable

II. And hey, a certain lawyer rose, testing Him and saying, “What shall I do to inherit eternal life?”

A. Here’s the initial problem

B. What’s the answer to “What do I have to do to earn eternal life?”

1. NOTHING!

2. You can’t earn an inheritance!

3. You can’t earn eternal life, no matter what you do!

4. No matter how many people you stop to help along the side of the road!

C. So Jesus uses this question as an opportunity to teach

III. But He said to Him, “What is written in the Law?  How does it read to you?”

A. You see, if you’re focusing on what you must do,

B. You get the Law

C. If you want to “do” salvation for yourself, the answer is in the Law: keep it—perfectly

IV. But answering, he said, “You will love Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your power and with all your mind [/understanding] and your neighbor as yourself.” But He said to Him, “You have answered rightly.  Do this and you will live.”

A. At this point, the lawyer should have said, “But I have failed at that…repeatedly!”

1. I love my wife and kids more than I ever dreamed possible

2. Yet I know I often don’t love them as myself

3. To say nothing of everyone else in the world, or even this community!

B. But he didn’t get it

1. So he looks for clarification

2. He needs to take inventory of the people in his life to see who counts

V. But, wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” But Jesus answered him, saying, “A certain man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among robbers, and they stripped him and put blows on him and went away, leaving him half dead.

A. The road between Jerusalem and Jericho was a dangerous place

1. It was frequented by robbers

2. Called “the bloody way” by those who had to travel it

B. Like our world

1. It’s a dangerous place

2. And Satan, the world, and our own flesh have beaten us around and left us dead in our sin

VI. But by chance a certain priest was coming down on the same road and, seeing him, passed by opposite [him]. But similarly, a Levite also happened to come upon the place and seeing, passed opposite [him].

A. This is what happens without the Gospel

1. The priest would’ve been made unclean by touching this man if he were dead—and it may have been difficult to tell

2. The Levite was likely not willing to contradict the actions of the priest

B. But in reality, when you’re dead in your sin, nobody can save you from that, except One

VII. But a certain Samaritan who was traveling came upon him and saw him and was moved.

A. If we are like the wounded man,

B. Who is the Samaritan like?

C. When we were dead in our sin,

1. God was moved

2. The word there means something like, “Was sick to his stomach with pity.”

3. That’s exactly how God felt about our lost condition

VIII. and came to him, bound up his wounds, poured olive oil and wine on them, and put him on his own beast and led him to an inn and took care of him.

A. When God felt pity on us, He didn’t leave us in our lost condition

B. He did something about it

1. Even though He owed us nothing

2. Even though, like a Jew to a Samaritan, we’d made ourselves His enemies,

3. Jesus went out of His way to help us

IX. And the next day, he took out two denarii for the innkeeper and said to him, ‘Take care of him and whatever more you spend I will give to you when I return.’

A. Jesus paid the price for us on the cross

1. Not just 2 days’ pay

2. But His own life

3. Whatever was needed, Jesus paid it

4. And He continues to provide for us today

X. Which of these three do you think was a neighbor of the one who fell among robbers?”

A. Note that Jesus changes the question

1. The lawyer asked, “Who is my neighbor?”

2. But Jesus asked, “Who was a neighbor to that man?”

B. So Jesus says to Him and to you, “Who acts as a neighbor to you?”

1. In other words, Who is there to help you?

2. Who gives of Himself to help you?

3. And the only One Who loves you with that kind of love is Jesus Himself

4. Jesus is the Good Samaritan

XI. And he said, “The one who did show mercy with him.” Therefore Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.”

A. Not to earn salvation

B. But because Jesus has already earned salvation for you

C. Go and do likewise

1. Help others, even your enemies

2. Go out of your way to help people

D. Because Jesus has done so much more for you

1. Because He found you beaten and dead in sin

2. Because He gave up everything to save you

3. Because He has forgiven your sin and given you eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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