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Children’s Sermon

Object: How many here have gone fishing? What do you use for bait?

Message: Have you ever fished for people? What do you use for bait? †

Chosen

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 1:14-20 ESV) “Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of men.” And immediately they left their nets and followed him. And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and followed him.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Inauguration dinners & balls: who’s who of big names in Wash

1. Wouldn’t be invited if not

2. People/power & wealth

3. Whether president/senator/other celebrity, tend 2 take note of them

B. Very different from people Jesus chose

1. Fishermen

2. >1 boat, so successful businessmen

3. Hardly elite/society

C. Ever wonder why Jesus chose unlikely representatives?

1. More open 2 message? Maybe.

2. Less 2 lose? Not really.

a) Unless dirt poor,

b) Losing everything still everything

II. God doesn’t choose based/status

A. What’s status 2 God?

1. Power

a) Political power

(1) Even president limited

(a) Surrounded by secret service: practically prisoner

(b) Currently not allowed 2 send email

(2) Other powerful people

(a) Celebrities w/ influence

(b) Foreign leaders

(c) Famous athletes

(3) Lives fragile

(4) Gone in moment

(5) Bad press devastate

b) Creator & sustainer/all things

(1) Nothing impossible

(2) Giver/power

(3) Why impressed w/ power given by Him?

2. Wealth

a) Bill Gates, Warren Buffett—palatial mansions

(1) Servants @ beck & call

(2) More money/can spend in lifetime

(3) Could give $150 to every American & have $ leftover

b) God: Owns all

(1) Giver/all good things

(2) Owns entire universe

(3) All we have only bcause God gave

(4) Why impressed w/ $?

3. Fame

a) Celebrities known by all

(1) Can’t go in public 

(2) Paparazzi follow around

(3) People gossip about shortcomings

(4) Fame fleeting: “Where are they now?”

b) Every human instinctively knows god

(1) 1/3 believes in true God

(2) Nearly all heard of, even if don’t know

(3) Author/bestselling book/all time

(4) Eternal—will always be known

B. Chosen by grace

1. No worthiness in disciples

a) List what they did

b) Best known 4 failures

c) Not influential

d) Only rich one was Matthew: got by cheating

2. Doesn’t matter why

a) Loved them & chose 4 special purpose

b) Good examples/His grace shown

III. Chose us, too

A. Not because earned/deserve

1. Sin daily

2. Constant rebellion 2 God

3. More often follow devil than God

B. Still loves us

1. †

2. Chose & gave faith 2 know Him & His love

3. Keeps & preserves in faith through Word & Sacraments

4. Promises to call us His own forever

5. Much better/worldly fame that fades

6. Know God knows ur name & will never 4get U. iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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