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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is prayer?

Message: God answers prayer in 1 of 3 ways: Yes, wait, or no—I have something better for you. He gives us what we need because He loves us, and we know He loves us because †.

Outsider

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Mark 1:40-45 ESV) “And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you can make me clean.” Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I will; be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, and said to him, “See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were coming to him from every quarter.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Ever feel alone?

1. Not just nobody around

2. Alone: not understood?

3. Alone: nobody 2 help

4. Alone: nobody cares

5. Alone: Nobody identify w/ ur troubles

6. Alone: nobody can help

7. Alone: No sympathy

B. All feel sometimes

1. Sometimes justified

2. Other: just stress, depression

3. As long as in sinful world, will sometimes feel

4. What comfort when alone?

II. Leper: alone

A. Dying of horrible disease

1. Slowly go numb

2. Worse: isolated

3. Lived in wilderness outside city

4. Separated from family & friends

5. In Bible, “Dead” means “Separated”

a) Soul from body

b) Man from God

6. In many ways, this man dead

a) Dead 2 family & friends

b) Dead to society

c) Outcast & alone

B. Knew what “alone” meant

III. Along comes Jesus

A. What Jesus doing in wilderness?

1. Tendency to go outside

2. Often in waste places

3. Sought outcasts

B. Man so excited, forgets self

1. Should’ve stood far off: “Unclean!”

2. Leper came to Him

a) Violating law/God in Leviticus

b) Knew Jesus only way 2B saved

3. Confesses faith: “If want, can heal”

C. “Moved w/ pity” = “Heart went out 2”

1. Literally: “moved in gut”

2. When we: foster care

a) Some kids came

b) Clothes filthy

c) Washed all clothes

d) Smelled clothes: “So clean!”

e) I cried: No kid should ever notice how clean clothes are

f) That feeling/compassion: what Jesus felt

3. Healed the man

a) How could He not?

D. Man so excited, had to tell everyone

1. Understandable

2. But J told: tell no one

3. Didn’t listen

4. After: J couldn’t enter town

5. Had 2 stay in desolate places—be alone

6. Because/ this man not obeying, J forced 2b alone

IV. How many times feel like leper?

A. J saw ur aloneness, 2

B. Before u were born

1. Knew U

2. Knew u’d separate yourself from God thru sin

3. Had compassion 4 u

a) No child/God should spend eternity in hell

b) Brought U healing, 2

C. Because/ur sin, isolated like no man ever

1. Hanged on cross, ridiculed by people was saving

2. Rejected & joked about

3. Instead/angry, compassion

4. Even though being tortured, still “moved in gut”

5. Begged God 2 forgive us

6. Knew only way: take our sin on self

a) Father looked @ perfect Son on cross

b) Saw only our filthy sin

c) 1st & last time ever: Father turned back on living human

d) When so alone, even rejected by God

e) Worst wilderness ever bcaus our sin

f) Disgusted by sin

g) Poured out all wrath & vengeance

h) Should’ve been us facing wrath

i) Because/J’s compassion

j) Took our place

k) God no longer sees our sin

l) “Moved in guts” 2 care 4 us

V. Don’t have same command as leper

A. Now work done, no need 2 keep silent

B. Can tell everyone

C. Great loving God

D. With us always to end/age

E. Even when feel alone, not

F. J w/ U

G. Will be 4ever iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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