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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: 4giveness

Message: What is 4giveness? God 4give? Why we 4give? †

Nothing > 4giveness

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matt 18:21-35 ESV) “Then Peter came up and said to him, “Lord, how often will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven.* 

“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle accounts with his servants.* When he began to settle, one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.* And since he could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant* fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released him and forgave him the debt. But when that same servant went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii,* and seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers,* until he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Ring! Ring!

1. [sleepy] Huh? What’s that noise?

2. Ring! Ring!

3. The phone? What time is it? 3A.M.? This can’t be good.

4. Hello? No, there’s no Caroline here. You must have the wrong number.

5. Yeah, you should be sorry! When you call someone at 3 A.M., you should double-check the number!

6. [hang up] How irritating!

7. [turn 1 circle]

B. [Hands on steering wheel]

1. Ack! [beep horn] Where did you learn to drive?!

2. I can’t believe she cut me off like that!

3. [look closely] No, I can believe it.

4. HANG UP AND DRIVE!!!

5. I’m so fed up with these people! Shouldn’t be allowed on road!

6. [turn 1 circle]

C. [driving again]

1. [to passenger] What do you mean, “Stay in your lane?!” I was in my lane!

2. Look, I don’t see a driving instructor badge on your shirt!

3. Do NOT criticize my driving.

4. [turn 1 circle]

D. Did you hear what governor did?

1. Signed ridiculous bill into law!

2. Taxes through roof!

3. Hate that guy!

4. [turn 1 circle]

E. I can’t believe you said that!

1. Argue: certain rules

2. Crossed line

3. Just plain mean

4. Coming from someone who wouldn’t know how 2b good wife if had manual

5. Never forget that!

6. Don’t have to stand here & take that

7. [Exit pulpit to sacristy, pause, come back]

II. (Sorry—needing forgiveness)

A. I’m sorry

1. Don’t know why blew up like that

2. Didn’t mean it

3. Love you so much

4. Don’t want/hurt you

5. Don’t know why said that

6. Sorry

7. [turn 1 circle]

B. Rough day @ work

1. Made some decisions—not popular

2. Had 2b done

3. Hope doesn’t blow up in face

4. Rest/crew won’t b happy anytime soon

5. Wish they’d understand

6. [turn 1 circle]

C. [on phone]

1. Yeah, hi.

2. Had accident, need wrecker

3. Wife’s gonna kill me

4. [turn 1 circle]

D. [Driving]

1. [Answer cell phone]

2. What? I’m driving.

3. Stop at the grocery store? OK

4. [swerve]

5. Hey, gotta go. Call you when I get there to get grocery list. Love you.

6. Bet that guy’s shouting, “Hang up & drive” @ me.

7. [Walk out, pause, come back]

III. [Jesus forgiving]

A. [stumble in as if carrying crossbeam]

1. [stand in front of pulpit, as if being nailed 2 it]

2. Father, forgive them…

3. Truly I say 2U, today you’ll b w/ Me in paradise

4. [pause] IT IS FINISHED!

5. Father, into Your Hands…

6. [pause] fall to floor

B. [stand, walk to center of chancel, arms outstretched]

1. Peace to you

2. As the Father has sent Me, so I am sending you

3. Forgiven as many as 70x7 iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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