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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Do your parents ever tell you to do something you don’t want to do? Sometimes, God tells us something we might not like, either.

Message: Joseph, Mary’s husband, was told by an angel that he had to move to another country in the middle of the night. He didn’t understand, but God took care of him. God takes care of you, too. †

Olly Olly Oxen Free!

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matt 2:13-15,19-23 ESV) “Now when they had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” And he rose and took the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called my son.” 

But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those who sought the child’s life are dead.” And he rose and took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew to the district of Galilee. And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Olly Olly Oxen Free!

1. Nobody’s really sure where that expression came from

2. But it’s fairly familiar to most people

3. If you’ve never heard it, it’s something you shout in some variations of Hide and Seek to let those still hiding know it’s safe to come out

B. Well, God didn’t shout “Olly Olly Oxen Free” when it was safe for Jesus and His family to leave Egypt

1. But they had been hiding

2. And as we look to the One they were hiding, we find that we no longer need to hide, either.

II. But when they had gone, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared via a dream to Joseph saying, "Rise and take the Child and His mother and escape to Egypt and remain there until I tell you, for Herod is going to seek the Child to destroy Him." And he arose and took the Child and His mother by night and departed to Egypt.

A. Israel

1. In the Old Testament, Joseph the Patriarch was sold into slavery by his brothers

2. He eventually ended up in Egypt as second to Pharaoh

3. And because of that, his entire family was saved from famine

B. Jesus

1. In the New Testament, Joseph the step-father of Jesus also went to Egypt for safety against his will

2. He wasn’t dragged there as a slave

3. But his life and his family’s were just as in danger

4. And so already as a toddler, Jesus’ suffered for us by being uprooted from his home in Bethlehem

C. Us

1. And here we are in this dangerous world

2. While our lives are not under threat, at least not in Iowa,

3. God has chosen to keep us in a place that’s less than ideal compared to the home He has awaiting us in the new creation

III. And he remained there until the death of Herod to fulfill what was spoken of by the Lord through the prophet, saying, "Out of Egypt I have called My Son."

A. Israel

1. When Israel’s suffering was too great, God called them out

2. He sent Moses, ten plagues, and other miracles to free them from Egypt

B. Jesus

1. In Jesus’ case, it wasn’t so drastic

2. But we begin to see clearly the parallel between Israel, Jesus, and us: the new Israel

C. Us

1. Because through Jesus, we are God’s sons as well

2. And by the Gospel, He has called us out

a) Out of the darkness of sin

b) Out of death

c) And He has called us His own

IV. But at Herod's dying, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared via a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, "Rise and take the Child and His mother and depart to the land of Israel, for those seeking the life of the Child are dead."

A. Israel

1. Pharaoh had so tried to control and defeat God with his own idols and magicians

2. But trying to defeat God is not only futile, but the opposite of what anyone needs to do to find victory

B. Jesus

1. So it was with Herod

2. Instead of seeking Jesus that he may have life

3. He sought Jesus’ life and lost his own

C. Us

1. But all too often, we’re just like Herod

a) We try to make sure Jesus stays out of the way of our pet sins

b) And we all have them: gossip, lust, disrespect for authority—you know yours

2. But at the same time, just as God kept Israel and Jesus safe, so He keeps us safe

a) And one day, He will call us out of this Egypt

b) And he will bring us to the new Israel: the new eternal heaven and earth

V. So he rose and took the Child and His mother and entered the land of Israel.

A. Israel

1. When Moses led Israel out of Egypt, they didn’t know exactly where they were going

2. They knew they were going back to the land of Canaan

3. But it had been 400 years since they’d been there

4. So they relied on God to guide them to the promised land

B. Jesus

1. And so with Joseph, God just told him to go to Israel, but not where in Israel

2. So he went, trusting God’s leadership

C. Us

1. But when God sends you somewhere, how reluctant are you to go?

a) When He sends you to share God’s love with someone

b) When He sets you on the righteous path, and you see sin all around you, how often do you stray from that path?

2. And even so, He has called you out of slavery to sin to live free under Him

VI. But when he heard the Archelaus was reigning in the place of his father, Herod, he was afraid to go there. But being warned via a dream, he departed for the region of Galilee.

A. Israel

1. Israel was afraid of the residents of Canaan

2. They were supposed to go in and conquer

3. But instead, they made treaties with the Canaanites

B. Jesus

1. Joseph was afraid of Archelaus, Herod’s son

2. And rightly so, since he was a horrible tyrant

3. And his was the task of protecting God, though with God’s protection

C. Us

1. We’re often afraid of so much less

2. Yet we don’t take the attacks of the devil seriously when he attacks our souls

VII. And coming, he settled in Nazareth that it might be fulfilled what was spoken through the prophets, that "He will be called a Nazarene."

A. Israel

1. Israel would seem to be such an insignificant small nation

2. Yet because of God’s blessing, they became a key nation in history and His plan of salvation

B. Jesus

1. And by going to Nazareth, Jesus fulfilled the Scripture both literally and figuratively

a) “Nazarene” sounds like the Hebrew word for “Branch”

b) And Jesus was the branch from the stump of Jesse

c) He seemed insignificant, yet no single human being has had a greater impact on the world

d) And that’s just counting what the world sees

e) Because by His death on the cross for our sin,

f) He has set us free

C. Us

1. So we don’t need to hide any more

2. Our sin is removed, so we have nothing to be ashamed of

3. God has given us peace in His Son—the peace of eternal life for all who believe in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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