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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: 1st Commandment

Message: What are priorities? What are your priorities? God wants to be our top priority. Is He? We’re His & †: Forgive priorities.

Easily Distracted One Track Mind

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matt 21:23-32 ESV) “And when he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ But if we say, ‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a prophet.” So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things. 

“What do you think? A man had two sons. And he went to the first and said, ‘Son, go and work in the vineyard today.’ And he answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he changed his mind and went. And he went to the other son and said the same. And he answered, ‘I go, sir,’ but did not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?” They said, “The first.” Jesus said to them, “Truly, I say to you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes go into the kingdom of God before you. For John came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him. And even when you saw it, you did not afterward change your minds and believe him.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. I have 1-track-mind syndrome

1. Maybe wives recognize in husbands

2. Told common in men

3. Mind focused

4. Tell me something

5. Hear & understand

6. Instantly forget entire conversation

B. Often 4get 2do what asked

1. Wife asks put something away

2. “I’ll do it”

3. Next day, still sitting there

II. J told parable 2 Pharisees

A. God’s children

1. Entrusted w/ Word

2. Told to teach people

3. Taught own opinions & man-made laws

4. Said would; didn’t

5. Instead challenged

6. When given opportunity to speak truth

7. Kept silent: “Don’t know”

B. Compare tax collectors & prostitutes

1. Never said would

2. Looked out for self

3. Completely unwilling

4. ( Met Jesus

5. Changed

6. Learned/Love

7. Believed

8. Responded by confessing & being 4given

9. Faith saved

10. Continues 2day

III. J tells parable 2 us [didn’t believe]

A. Not just talking 2 Pharisees

B. God’s Word 4 all people

C. Which son are we?

1. Go make disciples…

2. In Bap & Conf, said you would

3. Have you kept promise?

4. Seen to regular catechesis/family?

5. Shared X w/ coworkers?

6. Invited inactives?

7. Helped poor, hungry, needy?

a) Food Pantry gives thousands/lb/food away every year

b) Wouldn’t give away if not needed

c) Groups helping Parkersburg/CR w/ cleanup. Us?

d) People in need all around

e) Even if don’t have strong back, visit shut-ins

f) Go 2 Good Neighbor Home/Meadows: visit anyone

g) Would love visitor

h) Love 2 know someone cares

i) Can tell them Jesus cares, 2

j) Everyone different gifts

k) Use them?

D. “Great idea!”

1. Say & don’t do

2. Great idea 4 someone else

3. Too busy

4. Idolatry

5. Personal plans more important/God’s mission 2 seek & save lost

6. Get distracted

a) “Yes Lord…ooh, football!”

b) “OK, Jesus…supper!”

c) Doesn’t take much 2 distract/God’s mission

IV. J like neither son

A. Didn’t say, “No,” then do Father’s will

1. Agreed b4 time

2. b4 God created, already promised 2 redeem

3. Unlike us, followed through

4. Never Distracted

5. Went 2 cross

6. 2 save those who say no, but later believe

B. Didn’t say, “Yes,” then not

1. Not that looking forward 2

2. Looked forward 2 being done

3. Sweat blood from stress

4. Looked 4 another way

5. Never wavered

6. Never considered backing out

7. Never got distracted

8. No greater priority: you & me

9. Nothing distracts God from loving us

a) Completely focused

b) Does all 4 our good

c) Provides all we need until last day & forever. IJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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