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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Who are some people who are bosses over you? Why are they your bosses?

Message: God has given us people to take care of us and guide us, but we don’t always listen to them. But God forgives us: †.

The God Trap

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matt 22:15-21 ESV) “Then the Pharisees went and plotted how to entangle him in his talk. And they sent their disciples to him, along with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know that you are true and teach the way of God truthfully, and you do not care about anyone’s opinion, for you are not swayed by appearances.* Tell us, then, what you think. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?” But Jesus, aware of their malice, said, “Why put me to the test, you hypocrites? Show me the coin for the tax.” And they brought him a denarius.* And Jesus said to them, “Whose likeness and inscription is this?” They said, “Caesar’s.” Then he said to them, “Therefore render to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that are God’s.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. New project

1. Building God trap

2. Needs 2B big

3. Biggest problem

a) Trap catches unaware

b) God knows all

c) Tough 2 trick Him

B. Sound silly?

We try 2 trick God: Convince sin ≠ sin

C. Share gossip

1. “You wouldn’t believe…”

2. “I remember when (?) did…”

3. Justify

a) “Thought they should know”

b) “Everyone knows anyway”

c) “It’s true!”

D. Adultery

1. Racy images in magazines, TV, movies

2. Looking @ other people sinfully

Dressing to cause others 2 sin

3. Justify

a) Looked but didn’t touch

b) Can’t control thoughts

c) Nobody will know

E. Coveting

1. Greed-driven society

2. Jealous/others’ stuff

3. Flaunt own to make others covet

4. Don’t even justify

5. Don’t even think of as sin

II. God not easily fooled

A. Think nobody’d know?

1. God knows heart

a) Hears gossip

b) Knows where eyes go & where mind wanders

c) Knows not satisfied w/ His gifts

B. Not fooled by self-justification

Can’t convince Him sin ≠ sin

1. Might fool self

2.  (1 John 1:8) If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.

III. Don’t need to justify sin

A. God already did

1. Hung up: sin or no?

2. Put selves through spiritual hoops

Waste time & effort justifying sin, passing buck

3. Beauty/Gospel

a) Sin or no?

b) Not sure

c) (1 John 1:9) If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.

d) If might B, avoid in future

B. Justified on cross

1. J endured gossip/scorn

2. J endured unfaithfulness

3. J endured result/dissatisfaction

C. When sin, don’t need 2 trap God

1. Can’t—can’t outsmart

2. No point: Forgives

3. Instead/punishing, gives eternal life iJn. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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