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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Power of Baptism

Message: When you spill something on yourself, what do you do with the clothes? When you get sin on you, how does God wash it off? (Baptism) How can that water wash out sin? †

One of Us

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matt 3:13-17 ESV) “Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.””

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. A couple years ago, I was asked to serve on a committee of community members

1. The school board was hiring a new superintendent

2. And they wanted community impressions of the applicants

3. One of the applicants had a decent list of qualifications

4. But he planned to live around here during the week and go home on the weekends to his family

5. Based on the murmurs of the committee, that seemed to make him unqualified for the job

6. Because the consensus seemed to be that, such a position requires an investment in the community

7. He needed to be “one of us”

B. God understands this principle

1. In fact, He is the epitome of this idea

2. I’ve heard people complain about politicians who have no idea what it’s like to be poor, so how can they represent the poor?

3. But God, even though He knows everything, came to be one of us so He could represent us

4. And in Jesus’ Baptism, we see possibly the greatest example of this

II. Then Jesus arrives from Galilee around the Jordan to John to be baptized by him.

A. John was offering a baptism of repentance

1. It came before Christian Baptism, which Jesus instituted after the Resurrection

2. But it was a Baptism that gave forgiveness of sins to those who looked to God to forgive their sins

B. And Jesus submitted Himself to this Baptism

1. Not because He needed forgiveness of His sins

2. But because He needed forgiveness of our sins

3. He had come to be one of us

4. To forgive our sins

III. But John tried to hinder Him, saying, “I have need by You to be baptized, and You come toward me?”

A. John knew Who Jesus was

1. He’d known since he was a baby in his mother’s womb

2. And he knew Jesus had no sin to be forgiven

3. Yet John knew he was a sinner and needed Jesus’ righteousness and forgiveness

B. But Jesus doesn’t confess His sin or repent of anything—He had no sin to confess

C. Rather, Jesus came to submit to God’s Law on our behalf

1. And since we need His forgiveness,

2. Because we so often refuse to submit to God’s Law,

3. We need Jesus as our substitute to fulfill God’s Law as we have failed to

IV. But Jesus answering said to him, “Allow it right now, for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he permitted Him.

A. And this is why God became one of us

1. To fulfill all righteousness

2. Which has a double meaning here

3. On one hand, it means, “To demonstrate perfect obedience”

a) To do God’s will perfectly

b) To do what God commands even if it doesn’t make sense to us

4. But on the other hand, it means, “To complete the Law”

a) And since we’ve failed to live up to our part of the Law,

b) And since breaking even the smallest part of God’s Law breaks the entire Law,

c) We needed Jesus to fulfill it on our behalf

d) As one of us

V. And having been baptized, Jesus went up immediately from the water; and hey, the heavens were opened, and He saw the Spirit of God coming down as a dove [/pigeon] and coming upon Him.

A. When God created the universe, the Spirit of God rested on it

1. And the word used in Hebrew is “rested” in the sense of a mother bird resting on her eggs

2. It was an act of caring and nurture

B. And now, when He became His own creation, His Spirit rested on it again

1. This time, the Spirit rests on Jesus

2. And just as God said of His creation, “It was good,”

VI. And hey, a sound out of the heavens, saying, “[This] is my Son, the loved, in whom I am pleased.”

A. Nobody could ever ask for more than for God to be pleased with you

1. Because if He’s pleased with you, He won’t condemn you

2. And while it should come as no surprise that God is pleased with His perfect only-begotten Son,

3. Because Jesus came to be one of us as our substitute,

4. God is pleased with you, too

B. God spoke these words again at Jesus’ transfiguration, not long before the crucifixion

1. Jesus had done just as God had instructed Him

2. He lived a life completely free from sin

3. So He earned eternal life

4. But He came not so much to set an example,

5. But to be with us

6. And to be for us

7. And if God is for us, Who can be against us?

C. So because Jesus fulfilled all righteousness,

1. When God looks at you through your Baptism,

2. He says to you, “You are beloved son in whom I am well pleased.

D. And more than that, Jesus didn’t just come to live among us for a while

1. He remains with us today

2. He retained His human body for all eternity

3. So while He was one of us

4. He also is one of us

5. And He gives us His body and blood to assure us that He’s still one of us

6. He dwells in us through our Baptism—He’s still among us

7. And He speaks to us through His Word that we may know Him and remain with Him forever

E. Jesus came to be one of us and to be with us

1. And He’s coming back soon

2. And when He does, we will no longer need Him to come and be with us

3. Because we will be with Him forever in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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