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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: What is “temptation”? That’s when the devil wants us to do something bad.

Message: Do you ever do anything bad? The devil likes it when we do bad things, but Jesus still loves us. He loves us no matter what, and God punished Jesus instead of us getting punished. He took our place on the cross and died so we can live forever.

Choose Your Weapon

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matt 4:1-11 ESV) “Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” But he answered, “It is written,


 “ ‘Man shall not live by bread alone,



but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

Then the devil took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down, for it is written,


 “ ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’


and



“ ‘On their hands they will bear you up,



lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ ” 

Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” Then Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written,


 “ ‘You shall worship the Lord your God



and him only shall you serve.’ ” 

Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Last week, a priest was jailed for tying a nun to a cross and depriving her of food and water until she died

1. She’d been hearing voices and thought the devil was in her head

2. So he ended up killing her as he tried to purge the devil

3. But if you want to get rid of the devil, torture and dehydration have nothing to do with it

B. When we hear that, we might say, “That’s not a very Christian thing to do”

1. We have certain expectations about people who call themselves Christians

2. And rightly so

3. Because the world certainly has expectations

4. And if we don’t live up to those expectations,

5. Not only do we look bad,

6. But that makes Jesus look bad

C. But the question is, “What is a Christian thing to say or do?”

1. And while we have the 10 Commandments,

2. you don’t always have time to drag out your catechism and study the nuances of the meaning and relevant verses when needing to make a decision or deciding what to say

D. Jesus did give us a good summary

1. He said to love God with all that you are

2. And love your neighbor as yourself.

3. But because we’re sinners, we get all kinds of ideas about how to do those things

4. And while God gives us a certain degree of flexibility on those,

5. There are definitely boundaries,

6. And we step over that line so often you’d think there’s candy on the other side of it

7. So then what’s a Christian to do?

II. When Jesus was tempted by the devil, He submitted to that for several reasons

A. For one, it was necessary that He be tempted as our substitute

1. The writer to the Hebrews tells us Jesus was tempted in every way that we are, but without sin

2. And it was necessary for Him to resist that temptation so His perfect life could take our place on the cross

B. But also, in facing that temptation head-on, Jesus showed us how to handle the devil

1. We tend to have one of two attitudes toward the devil

a) Either we’re afraid of him and give him way more credit than he deserves

(1) C.S. Lewis reminds us: Satan is not the opposite of God

(2) He’s the opposite of Michael the Archangel

(3) He has significant limits and is still just a created creature, not an evil God

b) Or we treat him like an atheist treats God: “Either he doesn’t exist, or he’s irrelevant.”

2. And we don’t take seriously the reality that he is a real enemy and more dangerous than any other enemy

3. But Jesus, in today’s text, gives us just the one-two punch to put Satan in his place

4. And while the attacks come from different angles, the defense is the same

a) First, the devil attacks with basic needs

(1) Jesus hadn’t eaten in 40 days

(2) So Matthew tells us, “He was hungry”—40 days without food hungry.

(a) Many of you have had to fast before surgery

(b) Think about how hungry you were

(c) Now think about how hungry you’d be after 40 days

(d) By this time, the rocks and dirt were probably looking pretty tasty

(3) So the devil says, “Hey, if You’re the Son of God, get some bread. You have the ability.”

(4) Now, I don’t know about you, but when I’m hungry, I get cranky

(5) And here the devil comes along challenging Jesus:

(6) “Hey! You’re God! Why are you starving?! Eat something!”

(7) Why is this a big deal? Eating is no sin.

(8) But while Jesus, as a man, needed to eat, God does everything for us

(9) So by using divine power for Himself, He would’ve been acting contrary to His purpose

b) So Jesus responds out of the “Love God with all you are” answer:

(1) He says there’s more to life than food

(2) And while we may think of survival as having a full stomach, or a good marriage, or enough money,

(3) Consuming God’s Word is more important

(4) Because while food gives life, God’s Word gives eternal life

(5) And it’s God’s Word that puts the devil in his place

c) So the devil hits the ball back into Jesus’ court with another temptation

(1) And note that he quotes God’s Word at Jesus

(2) Hey, he’s quoting the Bible—how can you argue with that?!

(3) But as is often the case with the devil, that’s not entirely true

(4) (The devil’s specialty is, “not entirely true”—those are the most convincing lies.)

(5) The passage he misquotes about angels lifting you up has to do with temptation, ironically

(6) It refers to God’s angels helping you avoid stumbling into sin

d) OK, never try to use God’s Word against Jesus

(1) Because according to John 1, Jesus is God’s Word in the flesh

(2) So He has a pretty good handle on what that passage meant

(3) So He spikes it back at the devil, again with the Word of God used properly
(4) “Don’t put your God to the test.”

(5) Which, by the way, was exactly what the devil was doing here—putting the Lord to the test.

(6) That was a warning

(7) And that’s a good warning for us, too

(a) Since we love loopholes,

(b) It’s easy to say, “Does God’s Word really say this is sin?”

(i) Like how many times have you listened to and passed on gossip?

(ii) We start to sound like the news media: “The public has the right to know!”

(iii) But God’s definition of the 8th Commandment is not the same as the 1st Amendment to the Constitution

(iv) Just because it’s legal doesn’t mean it’s right

(c) Or we’ll say, “It’s no big deal”

(d) And yet every sin is a big enough deal that Jesus had to cover it with His blood on the cross

(e) If you take God’s Word out of context, you’re not fooling Him

(i) If we say we have no sin, we deceive…

(ii) Yeah, ourselves. We’re making a fool out of our selves, not God.

(f) God wrote His Word—He knows what He meant

e) So the devil lays out the biggest temptation of all

(1) He basically says, “Look, you came so You could have these people. You want ‘em, fine. Bow down, worship me, and I’ll back off.”

(2) The biggest stress Jesus had was the full knowledge that He came to be rejected, beaten, and killed

(3) He had that reality hanging over His head His entire life

(4) So now the devil says, “Skip the cross.”

f) Now, Jesus gets cranky.

(1) Not because He’s hungry

(2) But because He knows that to do so would only gain us in this world;

(3) He knew He had to die to gain us for eternity

(4) And NOBODY gets in the way of Jesus fulfilling His purpose!

(5) He loves us way too much to take the easy way out

(6) So Jesus answers with the Word of God again—

(7) You worship God alone. Period. End of discussion.

(8) And never choose personal comfort over helping others

III. God provided Jesus with what He needed at the end of this ordeal

A. And when we face trials and hardship and temptation,

1. He will send His angels to keep us from falling
2. If we’ll only stop trying to wiggle free!

B. When we try following Jesus, we often fall short

1. Because we don’t spend enough time in His Word, we don’t always have that answer ready when the devil comes along

2. And even if we did, we’re still sinners and keep crossing that line (“I know the candy must be here somewhere!”)

3. But that’s why He faced up to the temptation

4. He knew we’d fail again and again

5. So He did everything right in our place

6. So when Jesus went to the cross, 

7. It was to answer that question, “What would Jesus do?”

8. The answer? “Give His life for you.”

9. Because that’s Who He is, and that’s what He does.

10. We’re not good Christians because of what we do

11. We’re good Christians because He has made us good by His Blood, by water, and the Word

12. Because what being a Christian is all about is being forgiven and knowing that, no matter how far we fall, He has already caught us and will never let us go. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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