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Children’s Sermon

Object: Today is All Saints’ Sunday. What’s a saint? A saint is someone with no sin. Anyone know any saints?

Message: Look at the person next to you. That’s a saint! (Before your parents try to argue with me, let me explain!) You have no sin, because Jesus took away your sin by dying on the cross! Because of Jesus, you are a saint!

Unusual

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Matt 5:1-12 ESV) “Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to him. 

And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 

“Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 

“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 

“Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 

“Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons* of God. 

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. When Jesus came, His message ran contrary to the wisdom of the world

1. And that wasn’t just true 2000 years ago

2. It still holds true today

3. In fact, it still holds true even in the Christian church

4. Because we are easily influenced by the world and the values of the world

B. But God’s Kingdom of Grace (the church) runs on a completely different model than God’s Kingdom of Power (the secular world)

1. The Kingdom of Power is founded on justice and consequences

2. But the Kingdom of Grace is founded on kindness and generosity apart from what we deserve

II. But seeing the crowds, He went up to the mountain, and when He had sat down, His disciples came to Him. And opening His mouth, He began to teach them, saying,

A. Jesus sat down with an intimate gathering of His disciples

1. So He’s speaking here of the church, not a business model for a secular company

2. He wasn’t talking to the crowds

B. But you are the intimate gathering

1. Jesus’ message here is for His church

2. So while the world will neither understand nor accept this message

3. It’s not really for them in the first place

4. But it is for you

III. "Blessed are the beggardly in spirit, since theirs is the Kingdom of heaven.

A. The world can work on personal worthiness and accomplishments

1. Because personal worthiness then is relative to the accomplishments of others

2. You get raises and promotions based on your accomplishments compared to those around you

3. Al based on how you use your God-given abilities

B. But accomplishments cannot be so measured in the church

1. For one, the only One we’re compared to is Jesus

a) And we all fall far short of His perfection

b) The poor in spirit recognize our unworthiness of anything we receive

2. But the other problem is that “results” as the world measures them are all determined by God in the church

a) We grow in faith when we hear His word

b) And God produces faith in others when we share the word through outreach

c) But how many people respond and how they respond is the work of the Holy Spirit

d) So as much as we’d like to quantitatively determine the success of a program or activity,

e) The Holy Spirit will not allow us to fit Him into our little box

IV. "Blessed are the mourning, since they'll be comforted.

A. This is probably the greatest difference right here

1. When you mourn the loss of a loved one,

2. The world can offer no comfort except fond memories

B. But the word Jesus uses here for “comforted” is the same word He uses for “The Comforter,” that is, the Holy Spirit

1. The Holy Spirit gives faith

2. Faith in the forgiveness of our sins

3. Faith in the empty tomb

4. Faith that Jesus is risen

5. And faith in our own resurrection

6. And the assurance of the resurrection surpasses anything the world can offer for comfort

V. Blessed are the gentle, since they will inherit the earth.

A. The world says we must do whatever it takes to claw our way to the top

B. But in the church, we get under others to help them to the top

C. Because we know Jesus already went to the rock bottom for us

D. And because He did, we also know that we will inherit not this earth

E. But the new creation, free from sin, death, and corruption

VI. "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, since they will be fed.

A. Our world praises sin

1. Homosexuality has special “minority status” and receives certain additional rights

2. Women who’ve had abortions are told that they made a “brave decision”

B. Meanwhile, Jesus reminds us, “If you hold to my Word, you are truly my disciples. You will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.”

VII. Blessed are the merciful, since they will be shown mercy.

A. God shows us His mercy regardless

B. But how merciful are we?

1. Are we willing to take time out of our busy schedules to help our neighbor?

2. If so, then why are we so willing to work together at a fundraiser but not for evangelism programs with no financial benefit?

C. And yet Christ shows mercy to us anyway

1. He was merciful when we deserved no mercy

2. But that’s the definition of mercy: it goes to the undeserving, or else it wouldn’t be mercy

VIII. Blessed are the pure in heart, since they shall see God.

A. The world has no definition of purity

B. And neither would we, were it not for Christ washing us clean in Baptism

1. He has made us a new, pure, perfect creation

2. And because He has made us pure and given us faith,

3. That faith will one day be replaced by sight: seeing God with our own eyes in paradise and at the resurrection

IX. Blessed are the peacemakers, since they shall be called sons of God.

A. The world offers peace through compromise

1. Stand down from your beliefs, and you can have peace

2. But that definition of peace—lack of strife—has little to do with God’s definition of peace

B. God defines peace as wholeness

1. We can’t accomplish God’s peace

2. The peace of God surpasses understanding

3. Yet He has given it in His Son

4. He has restored us to Himself

5. He has filled in the gaps that we lacked before we knew we lacked them

X. Blessed are those persecuted on account of righteousness, since theirs is the kingdom of the heavens.

A. Again, Jesus isn’t saying we’ll be rewarded for being persecuted

B. Rather, He guarantees that persecution will come

1. When we suffer, the world says, “What did you do to deserve that?”

2. But Jesus says, “You’re not punished for your sin—I already was in your place.”

C. But any suffering we experience in this life can be experienced with the perspective of eternity

1. Even if we suffer an affliction our whole life

2. Eighty years plus or minus a few decades is nothing in comparison with eternity

XI. "Blessed are you when they insult you and persecute you and speak all evil against you because of Me, Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, since your reward is great in the heavens, for in the same way, they persecuted the prophets before you.

A. So when the persecution comes,

B. We need fear nothing

C. And in fact, we can rejoice

1. The apostles rejoiced in the opportunity to suffer for the name of Christ!

2. What an honor to be singled out as follower of Christ

3. How great to be considered important enough in God’s kingdom to be targeted

4. If the devil is so scared of you that he’s attacking you and trying to stop you, rejoice!

5. That’s what He did to the prophets and the apostles!

D. But no matter how he attacks you,

1. Know that the prophets and apostles are now and will remain forever with God

2. And until you receive that ultimate reward,

3. Know that God is with you through everything the devil and the world can throw at you

E. God is not like the world

1. He works in ways we don’t understand

2. But His love and mercy are beyond our comprehension as well,

3. Yet He gives those freely just as He has forgiven all of our sin and given us eternal life in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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