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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Theology of the Cross

Message: Imagine you’re walking on a path on your way home, and the path splits. One way leads home, but the path is full of rough spots, thorns, and danger. The other path is smooth and easy, but it doesn’t lead home. Which one would you choose? Jesus took the rough path. He allowed all kinds of rough things to happen to Him, even death on a cross. But He did that so we can go home. Where’s home? Heaven. Right.

Which Way Did He Go?

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: 
(Psa 1:1-6 ESV) “Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,


nor stands in the way of sinners,



nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 


but his delight is in the law of the LORD,



and on his law he meditates day and night. 


He is like a tree



planted by streams of water


that yields its fruit in its season,



and its leaf does not wither.


In all that he does, he prospers. 


The wicked are not so,



but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 


Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,



nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 


for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,



but the way of the wicked will perish.”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Poet Robert Frost is best known for his poem, “The Road Not Taken”

1. In the poem, the speaker finds himself at a fork in a road

2. And he needs to decide which way to go

3. The poem ends:

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I-- 

I took the one less traveled by, 

And that has made all the difference

B. This first Psalm is all about a fork in the road

1. We stand at that fork every day—several times each day

2. And the psalmist discusses those two different paths

3. And where they lead

II. Blessed is the man who does not walk in the advice of the wicked [ones] and stand in the way of sinners and who does not dwell in the seat of mockers.

A. The path of the wicked is the easy path

1. When your friends make light of sin

2. When God takes second (or farther down) to the things of this world

3. When you don’t take a stand against sin

4. When you don’t confront your neighbor’s sin and call him to repent so he can be forgiven

B. It’s the path most often traveled

1. Because it’s easy

2. It’s the path of cowards

3. But it’s the path that leads away from God

C. But God blesses the one who takes the road less traveled

1. Even though it’s not the easy path

2. In fact, when you walk God’s path,

3. You’ll generally be carrying a cross along that path

4. And you may not recognize the blessings God gives

5. Because they’re usually not the kinds of blessings the world values

a) Faith

b) Forgiveness of sins

c) Wisdom

d) Peace beyond the world’s understanding 

III. Because if his delight is in the teachings of Yahweh and in His teachings he meditates day and night.

A. But that’s what the world doesn’t understand

B. How does the world define success?

1. Whoever dies with the most toys wins

2. Get what you can while you can

3. You only go around once in life, so make the most of it

4. Or even optimistically, help people out for the survival of the human species

C. But God defines success very differently

1. Because He doesn’t define your success based on anything you do

2. God has already called you successful before you were born

3. Because He has credited you with the perfect righteousness of Jesus’ perfect life

4. You have inherited eternal life!

5. Congratulations!

IV. He will be like a tree planted by streams of water which gives its fruit in its time, and its leaf does not wither, and all that he does prospers.

A. Here’s the amazing blessing that God gives on His path

1. Not only does He give faith and eternal life

2. But through us, He provides shade and fruit

3. In other words, He benefits others through you as He feeds and shelters others with your hands

B. God’s path also provides the security of the Truth

1. Man’s wisdom changes from one moment to the next

a) Remember when we used to hear, “Homosexuality is nobody else’s business?”

b) Yet now, the world is redefining marriage for something that’s not our business

c) And homosexuals are considered a minority with special legal status

d) That change only took about 20 years

2. And that’s just one example

3. But God’s Word hasn’t changed since Moses started writing over 3400 years ago

a) Yes, God has revealed more of His will and His plan to us since then

b) But nothing has changed

c) He’s still the same God with the same justice and the same love

d) And what was true in the Garden of Eden is still true today and will outlast the entire universe

V. Not so the wicked! They are like chaff that the wind drives away.

A. When you’re not walking on God’s path, it’s easy to get blown around from position to position

B. Morality becomes a fad instead of reality

1. “This is 2007! Everyone lives together before they’re married!”

C. Do you see the problem with that statement and others like it?

1. Right and wrong are continually redefined

2. So we can look back on the past and judge them based on modern ideals

3. But while there’s nothing wrong with growing and learning from the mistakes of the past,

4. When we redefine right and wrong, the entire concept of good and evil ceases to have any value

5. Because one man’s right is another man’s sin

6. And the world becomes morally crippled and can’t even stay on its own self-defined path

VI. Therefore, the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.

A. By walking on the world’s popular, easy path,

1. Not only are you not “walking the walk” as the saying goes,

2. But on the last day, you won’t even be able to stand, much less walk

B. And yet, we all go down that path

1. Christians as much as anyone else find ourselves frequently on that easy path—because it’s easy

2. We listen to the wisdom of the world and all too often find wisdom in it

3. But sin will not lead you to the end of God’s path

4. The path of the world—the path of sin—leads to hell

5. Yet we still find that path enticing!

VII. Because Yahweh knows the way of the righteous [ones], and the way of the wicked will perish.

A. The path of the world, as I’ve said, is easy

1. And because it’s the popular path, you’ll find plenty of others on it to cheer you on

2. They’ll congratulate you on your choice of paths

3. And they’ll offer to help you on your way to hell

B. But the key to God’s path is knowing the path itself

1. Or rather, the path Himself

2. Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life

3. He already walked the path for us

a) And He never strayed from God’s path

b) Even though He knew what lay at the end of the path for Him

c) Because even though He remained on God’s path every moment of His life,

d) His path ended in destruction, pain, and death

4. But when He got there, Jesus did what only God can do

a) He extended the path

b) And He brought Himself out of death, rising from the grave, to live forever

c) Because the suffering and death Jesus endured was for our benefit

d) He died to bring us past that end to the endless road of resurrection and eternal life

e) He has forgiven us for our familiarity with the world’s path

f) He has sent His Spirit to continually bring us back to His path through faith

C. Jesus walked the path we so often stray from

1. But He did so on our behalf

2. He succeeded where we continually fail

3. But because He faced the end we deserve,

4. God has placed us on the path of eternal life because He loves us

5. And He will keep you on that path until you reach the goal and beyond. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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