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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: Theology of the Cross

Message: Imagine you’re walking on a path on your way home, and the path splits. One way leads home, but the path is full of rough spots, thorns, and danger. The other path is smooth and easy, but it doesn’t lead home. Which one would you choose? Jesus took the rough path. He allowed all kinds of rough things to happen to Him, even death on a cross. But He did that so we can go home. Where’s home? Heaven. Right.

11th Hour Salvation

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: (Psa 1:1-6 ESV)

“Blessed is the man* who walks not in the counsel of the wicked,

nor stands in the way of sinners,


nor sits in the seat of scoffers; 

but his delight is in the law* of the LORD,


and on his law he meditates day and night. 

He is like a tree


planted by streams of water

that yields its fruit in its season,


and its leaf does not wither.

In all that he does, he prospers. 

The wicked are not so,


but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 

Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment,


nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous; 

for the LORD knows the way of the righteous,


but the way of the wicked will perish.”

This is the Word 

of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. Met many Xn & non-, offended by 11th hour salvation

1. i.e. not fair saved when only believe 4 few moments

2. Do all kinds/church work whole life

3. Get same thing

4. Problem: See faith as work

5. Calling license 2 sin better/assurance/salvation

a) What rather have?

b) Involved/all manner/destructive & wrong beliefs & actions

c) Uncertainty/eternal destination

d) OR absolute assurance/eternal joy

e) Comfort/God’s presence & love

f) Knowledge/life has meaning, not just random & pointless

6. Treats faith as duty: have to, not get to

a) Likewise serving neighbor

7. Those who come 2 faith late in life regret wasted time

a) Could’ve spent more time w/ God

b) Could’ve had comfort

c) Could’ve known meaning

B. Psalmist lays out 2 paths

1. Path/faith & righteousness

2. Path/Evil

II. Path/® not defined by good works

A. Note no mention/works in description

1. Rather, rooted in G’s Word

2. Not blown/wisdom/sinners

a) Not even mine

b) I’m sinner, 2

c) My wisdom good as next sinner

d) Only trust when telling you Word/God

3. How get rooted in Word/G?

4. Spending time in daily

a) Sunday classes over for summer

b) Up 2 U 2 direct self-study

c) So often see as chore/responsibility

d) That’s rebellious sinful flesh talking

e) Don’t have 2 read as sinner

f) Can read as G’s new creation

g) & dig into riches/G’s love

B. Purpose

1. Strengthen own faith

a) Not only remind/truth

b) Protect against lies/world

c) Proof vs deception

d) Know truth so deeply, instantly recognize falsehood

2. Prepare 2 answer others/G’s love

a) Whether challenge 2 faith

b) Or question/need of hurting friend

III. Psalmist contrasts way/wicked

A. Defined simply as temporary

1. Wisdom/man changes like wind

2. Many attitudes held today held 2K years ago

3. Tend to cycle

4. Tend 2 contradict God

5. God’s wisdom: based on knowledge/everything past/present/future

6. Wisdom/man based on limited experience & senses

B. World scoff @ G’s wisdom

1. Called intolerant

2. Backwards

3. Closed-minded

C. Man’s wisdom will pass away

1. Has b4

2. On last day, wither like burning grass

3. Forgotten in eternity

IV. But Word/God stands 4ever

A. Great news

1. Word/God centered in †

2. Word became flesh

Paid 4 sin on †

3. Rose 2 give ∞ life

B. Word assures us

1. G never forget sacrifice made 4 us

2. Paid 4 4ever

3. No matter what world does

4. God will hold us firm 4ever in His love iJN. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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