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Children’s Sermon

Catechetical point: salvation

Message: Ever have a problem you couldn’t solve? In trouble you couldn’t get out of? God solves all our problems, even sin and death. †

Can’t Get Any Worse

Grace, mercy, and peace be to you from God our Father and from our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Text: 
 (Ps 3) “A PSALM OF DAVID, WHEN HE FLED FROM ABSALOM HIS SON.

O LORD, how many are my foes!


Many are rising against me; 

many are saying of my soul,

there is no salvation for him in God. * 

But you, O LORD, are a shield about me,


my glory, and the lifter of my head. 

I cried aloud to the LORD,


and he answered me from his holy hill.  

I lay down and slept;


I woke again, for the LORD sustained me. 

I will not be afraid of many thousands of people


who have set themselves against me all around. 

 Arise, O LORD!


Save me, O my God!

For you strike all my enemies on the cheek;


you break the teeth of the wicked. 

 Salvation belongs to the LORD;


your blessing be on your people! ”

This is the Word of our Lord. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, Amen.

I. Introduction

A. You’ve seen this plot device in many movies

1. The hero and a friend are fleeing from an enemy or are otherwise in trouble

2. Events have cascaded to the point of absolute disaster

3. And the heroes are cornered

4. One says to the other, “Well, at least it can’t get any worse!”

5. And anytime you hear that line, you know that something worse will happen immediately

B. King David, when he wrote this psalm, was in just such a situation

1. His own son had turned against him to usurp his throne

2. Absalom had, through cunning deceit, won over the hearts of the people against David

3. And now, David was a fugitive in his own land, fleeing his own son

4. It couldn’t get any worse

C. But instead of saying, “Well, at least it can’t get worse,”

1. David doesn’t despair

2. As horrible as his situation has become,

3. He trusts in God to somehow get him out of his predicament

II.  Yahweh, how great have my enemies become! Many are rising up against me!

A. Do you ever feel like David?

1. Do you ever find yourself saying, “Not only can it not get worse,

2. But there’s absolutely no way out of this.”

a) Maybe it’s an incurable illness

b) Maybe it’s a broken marriage

c) Trouble with the kids, your job, your parents, money…

d) We don’t have to look for trouble—it finds us

B. Here’s one man with an entire nation turned against him

1. He was a fugitive in the nation God had chosen him to rule

2.  Now, David was no stranger to being a fugitive

3. He’d spent a long time fleeing from King Saul

4. But it’s not something you get used to;

5. Rather, it’s the kind of trouble that can lead you to despair

III. Many are saying to my spirit, "There is no salvation for him in God."

A. It doesn’t help when the few friends you have tell you there’s no way out

1. In fact, you might hear, “Wow, what did you do to deserve that?”

2. “You must’ve really done something bad!”

B. But nothing could be further from the truth

1. No matter what you’ve done, God loves you

2. And in Him, there is always hope

a) Not hope in the uncertain sense,

b) But hope with absolute assurance

c) God always comes through for us

(1) We don’t always understand His solutions

(2) But you can be sure He has a plan for your life

(3) And nothing can thwart His plan for your salvation

IV. But You, Yahweh, are a shield around me, my glory and the One Who lifts my head.

A. Often, when things get their worst, and you’re cornered by life’s troubles,

1. You say, “All we can do is pray.”

2. And that’s absolutely true

3. But it was true before you ever found yourself in a corner!

B. If you pray to God as a last resort, when all else fails,

1. If you figure, “Well, it probably won’t help, but it couldn’t hurt,”

2. St. James tells us that you shouldn’t expect God to answer such a prayer!

a) HUH?!

b) “But I thought God answers all prayers!”

c) God answers prayers spoken in faith—that trust in the One you’re praying to!

d) If you’ve been relying on yourself to solve your problems and now rely on your prayer, don’t expect much

e) Because if you trust in “the power of prayer,” you might as well be speaking an incantation and waving a magic wand—that’s how you’re treating the prayer!

f) Instead of trusting in prayer, trust in the One Who answers prayer!

3. So you’re saying, “Well, yeah, that’s what I meant!”

a) But is it?

b) Our God is not a God of the last resort

c) Our God is fighting on the front line for us

d) He’s always there and can handle any problem life throws at us

4. So when anything happens—or nothing happens

a) We need to understand that all we can ever do is pray!

b) That’s not to say we shouldn’t look for answers to our problems,

c) But just think how different it is when you’re turning to God and asking Him for answers, wisdom, guidance, and help

d) To God, that’s a world of difference

e) Because trusting in yourself is to make a god of yourself

f) The first commandment tells us we should fear, love, and trust in God above all things—including ourselves

V. I was calling to Yahweh with my voice, and He answered me from His holy mountain. I lay down and slept; I awoke, because Yahweh sustains me.

A. God is the One we can lean on all the time

1. You don’t need to lose sleep because of worry

2. Let God take care of those troubles

B. David says God answered him from His holy mountain

1. God’s holy mountain is Mt. Zion, the place of God’s presence

2. In other words, God has not only promised to answer us

3. He has promised to be with us

VI. I will not fear bazillions of people that have set themselves around me.

A. How great are your troubles?

1. What’s bothering you?

2. How bad is it?

3. How big is that wall that stands between you and peace of mind?

B. Now how great is God?

1. What problem could you possibly have that God can’t handle?

2. The worst problem you could ever have is sin, death, and hell

3. And God already saved you from those before you were born

4. If He can handle hell for you…before there was even you to have the problem,

5. Don’t you think He can handle whatever other problems come your way? (He can and will!)

VII. Rise, Yahweh. Save me, my God! Because You strike all my enemies on the jaw; the teeth of the wicked you have shattered. Salvation belongs to Yahweh; Your blessing be with Your people!

A. David, true to form, praises God for salvation before that salvation comes

1. Because he knows that God always saves His people

2. Because He promised to save His people

3. And we can hold Him to His promises

B. Because ultimately, no matter how great our problem, God has already solved it

1. And He did so, as David says here, by rising!

2. God solved the problem of our sin by sending His Son, Jesus Christ, to be punished on our behalf on a cross

3. And when Jesus rose from the grave, He showed God’s answer to our problems—resurrection

a) Because not even death is too great a problem for God

b) He has the answer and has already solved it for you

c) It’s just a matter of time until the end of time comes

d) And on that day, whatever problems remain will go the same way as death itself

e) They will be gone forever

f) And we will receive the ultimate solution—eternal life with God

g) Where it couldn’t possibly get any better. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Now the peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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